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SIRS, 

Or our frequent 
Exhortations to the Peo- 
ple, to come to the Holy 

Sacrament,the many Motives,and 

thoſe eſpecially from the benefits 
A 


3 we 


THE EPISTLE 
we receive thereby, ſo often in- 


culcated and preſs d upon them , 
and above all, conſidering the 
example of Tou that are the 
chief and leading i Men , whoſe 
W:{dom they juſtly value, and 
have recourſe to in moſt of their 
Afﬀairs : it cannot but ſeem 
exceeding ſtrange, that our Com- 
munions are (o very thin. If we, 
at any time, deſire them to give 
us 4 reaſon of their abſence, they 
either decline the queſtion ; or, 
if we preſs it, they flop - our 
mouth by ſaying they are not fit, 
and who will perſmade them to 
cat and drink their own dam- 
nauon? . And thus they ſatisfie 
themſelves with that excuſe which 
# indeed an aggravation of their 
fault. | The very truth is this, 
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DEDICATORY. 


to the looſer fort, the Sacra- 
ment, as all Religion, is a 
thing —__ , that I do 
not ſay, deſpiſed; to many of 
thoſe who are well inclined, ( by 
reaſon of their crude and indi- 
geſted notion of it ) it ſeems a 
tremendous dreadful duty that 
they are afraid to aſſiſt in; and 
to others a myſtery that is un- 
intelligible : and thus the great- 
eft reſtraint of impiety, the 
flrongeſt bond of Univerſal Love 
to God and man, is deplorably 
neglefted, to the prejudice of 
Chriftianity, and the great de- 
cay of Holineſs. Wherefore to 

orm this grievous evil among ſt 
ws, ( ſince the efficacy of Preach- 
ing in Country Pariſhes, is ſome- 
ohat hindred, by reaſon of the 
A 4 In- 


THE EPISTLE 


inconflancy of our hearers, through 
the extremity of Weather, and 
other cauſes; and ſince fuch 
an effettual inſtruftion of Fami- 
lies, that -are ſcattered in con- 

derable difliances, and are 


continually employed in their . 


affairs, is imprafticable ) IT re- 
olved with my ſelf to digeſt the 
Nature, the Ends, the Bene- 
fits, and preparation to the Holy 
. Sacrament in as ealie a method, 
as familiar a Style, and as fuit- 
able to my Preaching as I could, 
that all pretences of ignorance, 
fear, or unfitnefs, may be re- 
mov d for the time to come, 
And I humbly beg of you to fa- 
wour the deſign, and joyn your 
influence upon the People, with 
my endegvours, that God _ 
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DEDICATORY: 


be glorified, his Worſbip fre- 
quented, and our Souls, and 
the Souls of thoſe that are under 
our care, that have any relation 
tous, or dependance wpon us, 
may be ſaved: which is the con- 
ftant Prayer and endeavour of 


* 


Lrs, 


Your faithful- Paſtor, 
and affectionate 
humble Servant, 


7. Lambe. 
March 28. 
1690. 
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A 
DIALOGUE 


Between a 


MINISTER 


And His 


PARISHIONER, 


Concerning the 


Holy SACRAMENT. 


to you, I come to 

give you notice of a 
Chriſtning ro morrow at theChurch, 
between eleven and twelve a Clock, 
if you pleaſe to be at home. 

Miniſter. It is very well, you ſhall 
be ſure to find m@ready, by God's 
aſſiſtance, to do mine office : and I 
pray preſent my ſervice to my _—_ 
| our 


Pariſhioner. 0 R, a good morning 


(2) 
bour,and tell him I commend hisCon- 
formity,Zeal and Obedience in bring- 
ing his Child ro Church; and I hope 
the benefit and decency thereof will 
invite the re(t of my Neighbours to 
follow his example. Bur, I pray, ad- 
viſe him to keep his time, and get his 
Goſlips in a readineſs, that neither 
the Congregation,nor the Child may 
be detained. 

Pariſh. Yes, Sir, yes, as for that 


matter, the Goſlips are beſpoke al- , 


ready; and for want of a better, I 
have promiſed to ſtand for one my 
felf, and the reft are at hand. 

Miniſft. 'Tis very well, but I muſt 
tell you one thing, the Church en- 
joyns that no man ſtand as Godfather 
ro a Child before he hs received the 
Sacrament: and I am aſhamed ro tell 
| you, you never received it of me, and 
I am afraid you never received it at 
all. ; 

Pariſh. Truly ; Sir, if that be the 
Law, my Neighbbdur mult look him 
another Goſſip ; for it is a folly to 


he, I never did receive. I never un- | 


derſtood 
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(3) 


derſtood what it was you did, nor 
why you did it, nor what I ſhould 
by communicating with you. I 
- heard your ſelf,and many others 
ch upon it very learnedly, as fat 
35 1 know ; ſometimes exhorting us 
to come, ſometimes _ us tO a 
careful preparation of our ſelves, be- 
fore we preſume to receive, leſt the 
Sacrament ſhould do us more hurt 
than good; ſometimes upon one point, 
ſometimes upon another that concers 
ned it : but my memory is very ſlip- 
- \ndeed'I cannor well under- 
d a Sermon, and I remember it 
worſe ; but if I perfeQly apprehen- 
ded the meaning of the duty, no man 
ſbould be more conſtant at the Sacra- 
ment than my ſelf. 

Min. I profeſs I am heartily ſorry, 
2s well for your Ignorance as neglet2. 
But I am glad however, that you are 
willing $0 be informed; and if you 
thiak good to accept of my ſervice, I 
will do the beſt I can to enlighren 
your mind, and aſliſt your prepara. 


Pariſh 


| tion, 


(4) | 
P:riſh. Ah, with all mine heart, 
but I (hall never underſtand you, un- 


Queſtions to you, as ariſe out of mige 
own mind. 

Miz. Doſoask me what you will. 

Par. It you pleaſe, then I will be 
gio with what I ſee, and fo proceed 
£6 coquire into the delign and mean- 
ing of it. I obſerve” then, thar on 
Exfter Day, and at other particular 
times 1a the Year, the Communion 
Table is cover'd with a linnen cloth, 


Ie you give me leave topropoſe ſuch . 


-y 
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and furnithed with aPatten of Bread; 


and Flaggons of Wine; I pray,Sir, 
what becomes of it, what does the 
Miniſter do with it ? | 

Min. After the Service and Ser- 
mon are ended in the Church, the 
Miniſter goes up to the Cemmunion- 
Table, and after a ſerious confeſſion 
of fins, and ſeveral Prayers and 
Thankſgivings , together with the 
Charity of the Communicants, fot 
the molt part, firſt colleted and of 
fered up to God, and after a form of 
blefling or conſecration of the _ 

an 
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33 


and Wine, he deals to every Com- 
municant a morſel of that Bread to 
eat ; and then. he delivers the Cup 
into their hands, that every one may 
drink a little of the Wine that is in it, 
as you may more particularly inform 
your ſelf, by reading the publick Of- 
tce for the Communion. 

Per. Yes, this may eaſily be ſup- 
poſed, I believe as much ; but I pray, 
Sir, give me leave to ask you, what 
the Deſign, the Intention and End of 


| all this 1s? 


Miz. Ah, that indeed is the thing 
which is chiefly co be regarded. For 
you mult not think that this is done 
for the ſake of the Bread, the Wine, 
or the Company, as an ordinary 
friendly Compotation ; but it is an 
at of Religion, which we are obli- 
ged to celebrate in Obedience to our 
Saviour Jeſus Chri, who bas made 
and ordained this breaking of Bread, 
and drinking of Wine together, the 


moſt ſolemn Ordinance ot the Chri- 5Mat.26. 


ſian Worſhip. Fang 


Pay. To 


(6) 
Par. To eat and to drink together; 
the moſt folemn Ordinance of the 
Chriſtian Worſhip ! how ſhould 
that be ? ſurely there muſt be ſome- 
thing farther ir it, that does not ap- 
ar to the eye, there muſt be a rea- 
on of this Religious ation, that I ar 
preſent do not apprehend, but am 
very deſirous to be inſtructed in. 
- Mn. Moſt certainly there is: for 
you know it is commonty called the 
Sacrament, and the principal reaſon 
of that, (as our Church hath taught 
us) is this, becauſe the outward fign, 
that is to ſay, the whole aCtion thar 
is done before our eyes, by the ex- 
preſs command of God, preſerves in 
memory,repreſentsand (ignites ſome 
other thing that is inviſible, fome Hi- 
ſtorical paſſage of former times,fome 
duty thereupon to be performod, to- 
gether with the ſeveral advantages 
we ſhall certainly receive thereby, 
which are aſſured unto us, and con- 
ferr'd upon us, by the will and ap- 
pointment of God, in the due Cele- 
bration and uſe thereof : and thus a 
Sacramem 


go 
 —. 
— 


C93 


Sacrament is diſtinguiſhed from a 
bare religious Ceremony of remem- 
brance or inſtruQtion, 

Par. I beſeech you Sir, be more 
particular, 

Mis. 1am very glad of your atten- 
tion. - Briefly then, our bleſſed Savi- 


- Our (as you may read in the 22.0f 


St. Luke, at the 19rh. Verſe) as He 
was eating the Paſſover with hisDif- 
ciples, immediately before He' was 


| betrayed, ſer forth and repreſented 


to them! His enſuing death upon the 
Croſs, by breaking'of Bread, and di- 
ſtributing the ſame-uato —_ ſay-: 
ing, Take, eat, this is my body whi 


ich 


given'for you : and by taking the Cu 

(full of Wine) and giving that alſo 
to them, ſaying, This: Cop is the New 
Teſtament in my blood ; or as Saint 


them, by the ſame moſt proper and 

natural (igns of bleſſing and breakin 

of Bread, pouring out of Wine, an 
B cating 
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(3) 
eating and drinking the ſame toge- 
ther,to continuea freſh remembrance 
of Him, and more particularly of His 
death, to the end of the World. Do 
this in remembrance of me, V. 19. 
Par. Thus far I bope I underſtand 
ou, the Death and Paſhon of our 
Saviour is that in elpecial 
manger which the outward Signs 
commetnorate, exhibit, and refer to, 
But you faid that this Holy Sacra- 
ment was mare than a Religious Ce- 
remony of Rexzxembyaxce : and. there- 
fote'l pray inform: me ip ahe full in- 
tent and ſignification of it. 
Mow, Is is very well remembred ; 
and if you obſerve the words af in- 
—_— _ I but a —_— 
wall ca ve that our Blet- 
ſed Saviour palaces theſe Sacred 
Signs not only for a perpetual Re- 
membrance of His Death and Pal- 
fioa, but alſo-of the ends and reaſon 
of it, as His Death was the Seal or 
ratification of the New Teſtament, 
or Covenant of Grace, which God 
has centred into with Man, conliſting 


prin- 
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(9) 
priacipally in this, that our fins ſhall 
be wen, and our Souls ſhall be 
faved, h the ſatisfaction which 
made to God for us, 
if we on our patt, believe His Ge- 
ſpel, rely upon; His merits, and a- 
mend our bes. For ſo fays our Sa- 
viour, Take, et, This is my Body, there 
He appoints the Commertoration of 
His death, Graves for yos, there is the 
| _enÞandcreaſonof it,wbich is gives for 
| 10s; Now, once for all, 19 

2nd: reality, and hereafter, to: thie end 
of the World, in the fagn and figure, 
33 ofzen as youcelebrate the 
And again, This Cup a the New Tefts- | 
ment im my Blood : the Covenant of 
Grace beoween God and us, whick 
was ſcaled and ratified in the Death 
of our: Saviour, is revived, renewed, 
and confirmed 'to every particular 
Perſona, in-this his Holy Sacrament, 
thar receives it as he ought ro do. 
You are therefore co underftand the 
Rn as a as, of _—_ —_ 

igion of Ch 

wy part —cfnaing and d alin bis © Cow 
nant 


Fed. 10. 
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(10) 
nant of Pardon and Peace to us, and 
we on the other part, covenanting 
with God to perform the Conditions 
required of us,with all poſſible exaQ- 
nels for the time to come. - 

Par. I perceivethen that the Holy 
Sacrament is a Remembrance of the 
Sufferings of our Bleſſed Saviour, to- 
gether with the deſign and intention 
thereof, the Remiſhon of our ſins. 
That it is a confirmation of the Co- 
venant of Grace on the part of God, 
that He will be reconciled unto us 
through the blood of his Son, which 
is therefore called the b/ood of the Co- 
venant: and on our part, it is a Pro- 
feſſion of our Faith in the Mediation 
of Chriſt, and a ſolemn obligation 
of our ſelves to perform the Conditi- 
ons required of us. Now, I pray,Sir, 
give me leave to ask you, what thoſe 
benefits and Graces are, which you 
ſaid were aſſured unto us, and con- 
ferred upon us in the due Celebration 
of this Holy Sacrament ? 

Min. You may ealily find out that 
your ſelf, if you conſider what i” 

n 
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(11) 
been ſaid already concerning the na- 
ture. of the Sacrament, and the end 
of its Inſtitution. Is it underſtood as 
the Seal and Confirmation of the 
Covenant of Grace ? Why then the 
benefits we receive thereby are no 
leſs than all the bleſhngs and promi- 
ſes of that Covenant, which is ſo ſo- 
lemnly confirmed, and aſſured unto 
us: Namely, the pardon of our ſins, 
upon Repeatance,Grace and ſtrength 
to perſevere in a courſe of new Obe- 
dience, and Eternal Glory in the life 
to come. ' This New Teſt «ment, this 
Covenant of Grace, is ſealed and de- 
livered to every particular Perſon in 
the Holy Sacrament: all ſuch Per- 
ſons preſent, as believe the Goſpel of 
our Saviour, rely upon his Merits, 
and Repeat of their ſins, are, at that 
very inſtant pardoned, if they per- 
ſevere : So ſure as they cat that 
Bread, and drink that Wine in Re- 
membrance of our Saviour's death, 
ſo ſure ſhall they partake of His 
Body and Blood, that is,of all the Bleſ- 
lings which were purchaſed far us by 
B 3 His 


| (12) 
His Death and Paſſion : and this is 
grounded upon the words of our $a- 
viour, Take,eat,This : 5.e. this Bread, 
which you are about to cat, is my 
Body which js gives for you ; and This 
Cop,4.e. this Wine 1n up which 
you arc about to drink, is my Blood of 
the New Teſtament. They ſhall noc 
only be the of your Redempecion 
by my Death ; but they ſhall be the 
thing it ſelf ; they ſhall be ay Body 
and __—_ ; on is ay the intca- 
tion and cn iongs,pardon 
of fins, and ———_ life, = aſſured 
unto, and attually veſted in all 
who worthily receive theſe outwar 
ſigns. For the Cup of Bleſſing which 
we bleſs, ſays St. Paul, x Cor. 10. 16. 
Is it not the Communion of the blood of 
Chriſt? The Bread which we break, is 
it not the Communion of the Body of 
Chriſt? Not only a Remembrance of 
his Bady broken, but a Communion 
or a participation of the Body ; by 
which, according to the faireft and 
moſt narural conſtruftion of the 
words, we can underſtand no oy 
| ”* "thay 
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= id 
(13) 
than this, that as we bodily and car- 
nally partake of the Bread and Wine, 
which are _—_ and repreſentati- . 
ons of His that was broken, 
and His Blood was ſhed for us; 
ſo Morally and Spiritually we ſhall 
alſo ntoals of the benefits, the in- 
tention. and'end of breaking his Bo- 
dy, and ſhedding His Blood, the 
Patdon of our (ins, and the Salvation 
of our Souls, if we receive the ſame 
with ſuch affeftions, and diſpoliti- 
ons of mind, as we ought to do: 
and this our Church has taught us 
in her moſt Excellent and Compre- 
henfive Catechiſm, Thet the 
and Blood of Chrift are werily and in- 
deed taken and received, by the faith- 


ful, it the Loyd's Supper. By theſe 


Viſible ſigns, as by the Rod 1n your 
Copy-hold Courts, you have Live- 
ry and Seilin: given you, of all the 
ou by the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt, uader the 
Conditions of Fealty to the Lord, 
and the Cuſtoms, Rents, and Servi- 
ces of the Mannor. 
B 4 Par, Me- 


(14) 
Par. Methinks it is not ſo difficult 
to underſtand the nature of this Holy 
Sacrament, and the reaſon of its in- 
Mitution as I thonght it was; I am 
heartily troubled that I have ſo long 
ed it: T am convinced what 
an enemy I have been to my ſelf, and 
im now reſolved that I will never 
miſs an opportunity of Receiving, 
Mins. But hold a little ! You had 
beſt conſider what you ſay, and what 
has been ſaid to you. For as the 
moſt nouriſhing of meats, received 
into a ſick and crazy ſtomach ; in- 
ſtead of that wholſome juice, that 
and ſpirit which it contains 
in it ſelf, and would certainly yield 
and give out to the body, does now 
bur feed the diſeaſesof it, and fill it 
fuller of evil humours ; not for want 
of vertue in the food, but for want of 
proper diſpoſitions in the Recipiear. 
So alſo the Holy Eucharift, though 
it contains, and is ready to r, 
thoſe benefits and Graces I have in- 
formed you of ; yet you muſt not 
think that ir operates as a charm, bY 
> rac 
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(15) 
the repetition of certain words, or 
the punctual celebration of the Ce- 
| remony, (as you have already been 
| aftructed ) butin a way that 1s Na- 
| tural and Rational, chat is to ſay, 
upon this Condition, that the miad 
| of the Receiver be duly qualified and 
| prepared. There 1s car more 
imployed in this ſo ſolemn a Remem- 
brance of our Saviour's Death and 
Paſſion, than it may be youare a- 
ware of. It will not be the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt to every one that re- 

ceives the Elements of Bread and 
Wine, which are the ſigns thereof, 
but only to ſuch as are 4uly qualified 
and prepared to receive them. God 
is ready to perform his part of the 
Covenant, if we have fulfilled, or 
are reſolved to fulfil, the conditions 
which are required of us. 

Par. I beſeech you let me under- 
ſtand the utmoſt of my Duty, that I 
may prepare my ſelf as I ought todo. 
* Mix. I will ſo; and becauſe the 
juſt and neceſſary preparation to any 
ation whatſoever, depends apo, 

an 


(16) 
and is meaſured by the nature, the 
end, and deſign of the Action it ſelf; 
therefore I ſhall only trouble you 
with ſuch preparatory exerciſes, as 
your ſelf ſhall acknowledge to 
be fairly inferr'd from the nature of 
the Holy Sacrament, as I have cx- 
plained it to you. 


Firſt then, Is the Communion a 
Sacrament ? does the outward ation 
repreſent and figathe the whole tranſ- 
action of our Redemprion. 
in the Birth, continued in the Life 
and Preaching of our Saviour, and 
finiſhed in his Death upon the Crols? 
Then a Religious Commemoration 
hereof, implyes, and ſuppoſes a ſuf- 
ficient explicit knowledge of that, 
which we ſo folemnly Commemo- 
rate; becauſethe Knowledge of the 


FaCt goes before the Remembrance | 


or recolleftion of it, in the nature of 
the thing. It is neceſſary therefore, 
that you acquaint your ſelf diſtiaQtly 
with the Hiſtory of our Saviour's 
Life and Death, contained eſpecially 
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| Holy Sacrament, not only as a bare 


p 


, thatevery Communicant be well in- 
formed : 


(17) 

in the four Evangeliſts, before 

can be qualzhed —_— "Yy 
Again, Do we underitand the 2. 


external Ceremony of Remem- 
brance, but as a confirmation of the 
Covenant of Grace,as the Seal of that 
Covenant, and all the Bleſſings of ic 

to every Communicant that 1s wil- 

ling ro accept the terms: Thi M2 6 
(Bread) #s my body, and This (Cup) 

is my blood of the New Teſtament which 

is ſhed for many for the remiſſion of ſins, 

or according to S. Lake, This Cup is Lk 22. 
the New Teft ament in my blood : or as '* 

S. Paul expreſies it, « Communion of * Cor. ws. 
the body and blood of the Lord? then ** 
this unplyes a competent knowledge, 

at lcath, of the grounds and prin. 

ciples of the Chriftian Faith. And 
therefore ir is abſolutely neceſſary 


Firſt, In the miſerable condition x. 
of all mankind, as well by reaſon of 
the corruption of our nature, as be- 
cule of our many aQual and obſti- 
nate 


Heb. 10. 


Heb. 9.26. 
« Per. 3. 
us, 


(18) 
nate tranſgreſſions, which expoſe us 
to the Anger and Juſtice of God, 


and to thoſe grievous puniſhments, ' 


annexed to his Laws, which we are 
neither able to undergo nor avoid. - 

And Secondly, in the nature and 
conditions of our Saviour's Media- 
tion between God and us, who, 6y 
the will of God has ſanttified us, who 
has put us into a capacity of Renova- 
tion, Pardon, Mercy, and Erteraal 


Life, by the offering « baſe Body once 


zCor.s. for all, who knew no ſin himſelf, but was 


made ſin for us, that we might be made 
the righteouſneſs of God through him, 
Who therefore took our nature upon 
him, that he might be capable of bear- 
ing our fins in his own body. 

Ina word, who by his death and 
ſufferings, according to the wonder- 
ful Council of God, to us unknown, 
has offered ſuch a ſatisfaRtion to God, 
as with ſafety to the honour of his 
Laws, and the Juſtice of his Govern- 
ment, he has been pleaſed to acce 
of; and has thereupon abundantly 
aſſured us of his readineſs to be re- 
conciled 


ae = LaEFTLYTDYE EF RR qA_cESAEC EET, 


Y- 5 


(19) 
Ss | eonciled to us. So that if any diffe- 
l, | rence continue ſtill between us, the 
S, ; reaſon thereof ſhall be wholly on our 
© | pant. For all thing nr owe ture _ = 


reconciled #1 to himfelf by Jeſus Chriſt. x. 
That he hath now reſt us all ro 


d 

& | 2 capacity of favour, Pardon and 
by | eternal Happineſs, upon condition, 
O | that webelieve and hope in his Mer- 
- | cy, through the merits of his Son ; 
il | Repentof all our paſt cranſgreſſions, 
Fe | and f(incerely endeavour to govern 
« | ourlives by the Laws of his Goſpel 
e | forthe time to come. Thar inſtead 
v. | of a perfett and exact dbedience, 
# | (which the beſt of us are not able to 
'- | perform ) the purity of our hearts, 
and the fincerity of our intentions 
d | ſhall benow accepted ; and all our 
'- | manifold tranſs reſfions, through hu- 
, | manefrailty, ſhall be now forgiven; 
I, | through the ſatisfaQtion and inter- 
s | ceſſion of our Bleſſed Saviour. That 
+ | if we (in, as we all do, and repentand 
Xt | amend, as we all ſhould do ; we have 
y | an Advocate with the Father Jeſus t Joh.2, 2, 
A Chr the Righteons, and He is the 


propt- 


(2a) 
propitiation for our fins, We bave 
one that willpleadour canſe,and urge 
a Right that A ray rater: 

22, © Par ute, 8 

_ ok bed deeds _ ; 
that is, from the: puniſhoazent of th 

Heb 7.25. Law ; and is able to [ave ty the wthers 
wwſt, af that come unto God by his, ſees 
ing He ever lveth to make rnteverſion 
for 8s. And that all rhis bleffed My» 
itery of our Redemption, through 
the Croſs of Chrift, i bortk frgnified 
and confirmed: nato vs in the Holp 
Sacrament; This is my Body wich i 
gives for you. This Cup is the New Te- 
ffament in my blood, And therefore 
youcannort be qualified ro receive,un+ 
rilt you under cheſe Principles 
of the Chriſtian Faih, You cannot 

be qualifed to enter mto Covenant 
with God, till you underſtand the 
contents and articles of the Inden- 
ture. 

Jo Again, Is the Sacrament a Recog- 
nition of your Chriſtianity ? Do you 
by partaking of the viſible ſigns of 
our Saviour's death, by ——_—_ the 

| lotemn 


SOD iPpi6ecgct 2 aD 


DT”T£zATST”T_t-SAoA ==» 


Lam 4 
re! 


ot + 


GG GS GC OuTt SR EAT CO OY'Z a 0 @ 6 


— 
. 


= 


(21) 
ſolemn Ordinance of diſtiaQtion, pro- 
fels and own your ſelf to be his dil- 
ciple, ( 4s thoſe who ate things offered 
to Idols, were underſtood to conſent with 
the Sacrifices, to own and profeſs the 
heathen gods and worſpip?) Does God 
his Miniſter offer and confirm his 
enant, of Pardon to us ia the 
blood of Chrift, and are we under- 
ſtood to-conſent with all our hearts, 
to accept the Conditions with all hu- 
mility and gratitude, to enter into 


Covenant with God our ſelves, that 


we will perform the Conditions re- 
quired of us? Then you cannot be 


' worthy to receive, unleſs you ſted- 


faſtly believe his Revelation, truſt in- 
tirely in his Propoſitions, depend up- 
on his Promiſes,and chearfully reſign 
your ſelf to be governed by his Laws. 
It is therefore abſolutely neceflary to 
examine well the ſteddineſs of your 


| Faith, the ſeriouſneſs of your Repen- 


tance, the purity of your Intentions, 


! andthe lincerity of your Obedience, 


at leait in ferious reſolution, for the 
time to come ; lince it 15 evident that 
with- 


1 Car, 16, 
18,19, 20, 
24, &c, 


x Cor. 12, 


(22) 
without theſe qualifications, you pro- 
phane this Holy Ordinance, whilſt 
you make profetſion ſolemnly of that 
Religion, which you neither undet- 
and believe, nor praftile. 

Par. Sir, I am clearly of your opi- 
nion, I think if we communicate in 
the moſt ſolemn Ordinance of our 
Religion, we certainly ought to un- 
derſtand it, believe ir, and intend at 
leaſt ro pratiſe it. But are we obli- 
ged whenſoever we receive the Sa- 
crament, to have the Hiſtory, the 
Principles,and the Duties of our Re- 
ligion diſtiaQtly in our minds ? this 
ſeems to be very hard, and almoſt 
impoſſible. 

Min. No ſurely ; you miſtake me 
very much. Theſe ought to be con- 
fidered and examined well, before you 
preſume to preſent your ſelf,or before 
you are admitted to the Holy Table: 
But when you are entred,confirmed, 
and ſerled in your Religion, there is 
no neceſſity of ſuch a particular re- 
colle&tion : your Faith will become 
habit, and, if you have no doube of 
any 


— 
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any Article, you may boldly make 
profeſſion of your Faith at any time: 
and if you are not conſcious of any 
Vice you wiltully indulge, you may 
fel the ſincerity of your hearr, 
and your reſolution of perſevering in 
a courſe of univerſal righteouſneſs, 
without a particular examination of 
your ſelf upon the ſeveral duties of 
Chriſtianity. The ordinary prepara: 
tion, after you have been throughly 
iaſtruted, and admitted to the Holy 
Table, is this ; Namely, firſt, to con- 
ſider and weigh the doubts and ſcru- 
ples that are upon your mind concer- 
ning any Branch, or Article of your 
Religion, if wy be, and clear them 
fully ro your ſelf by confideration,in- 
Qruftion, and advice. And ſecondly, 
to obſerve your own particular infir- 
mities ; what thoſe evils are to which 
you are moſt —_— and n_ are 
apteſt to prevail upon you, ars 
ſubdued wich the creates difficulty ; 
and how you may prevent their re- 
turn for the time to come ? what bu- 
lineſs, what — what occa- 


ſion, 
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ſion, what company are apt to expoſe 
ou to temptation ? that ſo your 
humble reſolutions and profeſſions 
may be well conſidered, and perfeftly 
fiacere,and with particular reſpett to 
the preſent ſtate of your Soul, with 
earneſt deſire to be better inſtrufted, 
and reformed by the grace of God. 

Par. This is but reaſonable indeed, 
and now I hope I apprehend both the 
nature of the Sacrament,and the duty 
of the Communicant. 

Min. I pray Godenable you to per- 
form it ; but there is one thing more 
that concerns our preparation, which 
muft not be omitted,and that is this : 
Is the Sacrament the Death and Pal. 


ſigns ? Is our Saviour ſlain before our 
es? Is his death ſbewed forth, repre- 


preſſes it ? then we ought to raiſe in 
our minds ſuch a feeling ſenſe, ſuch a 
{ympathy, ſuch paſhons, affeQtions, 
and devotions, as the fight of ſuch a 

ndous paſſage would have ftir- 
red-up, and excited in us, i 


fion of our Lord exhibited in proper . 


—_— © 
i ſented to us till be come, as St. Panl ex- 


| 


(25) 
been SpeCtators of it. Had we been 
the Diſciples of our Saviour, as we 
now profeſs to be, and had we ſeen 


Him at his Trial,under his ſcourging L 
in his Agony,and on the Croſs,ſhou 
we not have adored- and i 
the love of God, that He (h ſend 
His only begottenSon intothe world, 
to bear the puniſhment of our fins ? 
ſhould we not have been aſtoniſhed 
at the love of our bleſſed Saviour,that 
He ſhould be contented todiveſt him- 
ſelf of all his glory for our ſakes, and 
humble himſelf, even to death u 

the Croſs, to ſave our ſouls ? Would 
we not have reflected with indigna- 
tion, upon the cauſe of all chis' grief, 
to ſo good, ſo grear, ſo innocent a 
Perſon,even the fins of men ? ſhould 
we not have reſolved for our own 


part, never to contribute to his pain geeb. : 
again, but to live in all Obedience, ** 


Love, and Gratitude to God,and our 
Bleſſed Saviour to the end of our lives? 
ſhould we not have made the moſt 
paſſionate profeſſions of Fidelity and 
Conſtancy to him, that has thus re- 
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deemed and purchaſed us by His 
blood ? ſhould we not have exerciſed 
ats of faith, affiance, truſt and con- 
fidence in his Word and Promiſes, 
that if we fulfil our reſolutions, and 
perform our duty as well as our weak 
and frail condition will allow, that 
then we ſhall be accepted of Him, re- 
ceived into his Favour, and made par- 
takers of the great and precious pro- 
miſes of His Goſpel? and when you 
have conſidered all theſe things, and 
underſtand them competently well, 
and haye prayed to God to enlighten 
your mind, and purge your ſoul from 
all corrupt affeftions, from every evil 
habit that is contrary to his Holy na- 
ture, to his moſt pure and righteous 
Law ; that you may ſerve and wor- 
my him,with ſome degrees of know- 
ledge, and with a ſincere and perfeCt 
heart, then you may aſſure your ſelf, 
that you are worthy to receive, that 
your Devotion will be accepted, and 
your Offering rewarded, that you 
ſhall have Grace and aſſiſtance from 
above, to grow better and better, till 
you 


(27) 
you come to be perfett in Chriſt Je- 
ſus. The ſum of all is this, the Mini- 
ſter, by the command, and-in the 
name of God, exhibits and offers the 
bleſſings of the Goſpel to the Com: 
municants, and they by receiving the 
outward ſigns thereof, profeſs them- 
ſelves the Diſciples of our Lord, that 
they believe his Dofrine,truſt in his 
Mediation, hope in his Promiſes, and 
are reſolved to live according to his 
Laws.He then who is fincere 1n theſe 
hisprofeſſions and reſolutions receives 
worthily ; and-he who preſents him- 
ſelf in fuch a ſolemn manner at the 
Hoiy Sacrament, making, and being 
underſtood to make profeſſion of his 
Chriſtian Faith, and a ſolemn dedica- 
tionof himſelf eo the obedience there- 
of for ever, when, at the ſame time, 
he neither underſtands it, regards ir, 
or deſigns to praQtiſe it, is an Hy 
crite, a Prophaner, a Blaſphemer of 
God, and therefore eats and drinks x 
damnation to par ; incurs the high 
diſpleaſure of God, and may there- 
fore expe that the Judgments of 
C 3 God 


(25) 
God ſhould follow him. For for this 
cauſe many are ſick and weak among you, 
and many are fallen aſleep, as S. Pant 
interprets the damnation ſpoken of 
before, wv. 30. 

Par. Sir, I thank you with all 
mine heart, and if I be not too tedi- 
ous to you, give me leave toask you 
one queſtion more before I go. 

Min. Pray ask me what you will, 
for I aſſure you, I am mightily pleas'd 
to find you {o inquiſitive. 

Par, What 1s the reaſon then, 
( ſince, as I underſtand by you, a dil- 
polition to every Chriſtian Grace is 
requilitein a worthy Commuaicant) 
the that the Rubrick, and all Divines, in» 


umun- {3{t 10 a particular manner upon Love 


and Charity, reconciling, and being 
reconciled to our enemies ? 

Min. It is well obſerved, they do 
ſo; -yet not as excluſive of any other 
duties, But indeed there is all the 
reaſon in the world'to remind our 
Communicants, in a more particular 
manner, of the duties of Love, and 
yaiverſal Charity, 

Firſt, 


(29) 
Firſt, Becauſe the Religion of our 
Bleſſed Saviour, which we here {o 
ſolemaly profeſs, is founded in Love 
and Mercy ; in the moſt perfet and 
inefable goodneſs, which moved Al- 
mighty God, by the mediation of our 
Bleſſed Saviour, to offer cafie terms of 
Pardon, Peace, afhiſtance, and eter- 
nal Life, to all that ſhould em- 
brace them, For He loved ws when we 
were yet his enemies , and ſent his onl 
begotten ſon into the world, that whoſo- 


: Joly, 
10, 
Joh.3.1 


Rom,g 


ever would but believe in him ſhould not 


iſb, bat heve everlaſting life, And 
OS malice, h6.4r envy, and 
evil will, are diſpofitions, - radically 
contrary to Chriſtianity, ſuch as ren- 
der.us utterly unfit tohave any thing 
to do: with the ſolema rites of this 

Religion. | 
Mareover ſecondly, The Religion 
it felf, that Chriſtian:Law, which 
we here profeſs to embrace, and- re- 
ſolve to praftiſe, is 4 Lev of Love. 
Univerſal Charity is the principle 
and life of ous Religion, which 1n- 
fluences the whole, and mingles it 
C 4 ſelf 
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ſelf withevery part thereof, infomuch 
that it is diſtinguiſhed, and deſcrib'd 
om-13-9. by this ſingle Grace of Love. For 
ac 5e'4+ love 4s the fulfilling of the law, ſaith 
' $. Paul: And Hereby, ſayes S. Johs, 
Job. 3. ſpeaking of Love, we know that we are 
the truth, and ſball aſſure our hearts 
fore him, And this is his command. 
ment, that we believe on the name of his 
Son Feſus Chriſt, and love one another 
as he gave us Commandment. So that 
all our profeſſions of Faith and Obe- 
dience at the Holy Table, are a pro- 
phanation of the name of God, and 
wholly ineffeQthal to us, fo long as 
the temper of our minds, and the dil- 
poſitions of our Souls are contrary to 
the Religion we profeſs. For «nleſs 
r.13- Chriſt be in #9, ſays S. Paul, that 1s, 
the Spirit of Chriſt, the Goodnels, 
Love, Meekneſs, Compaſſion, Pati- 
ence, Forbearance, Condeſcenſion of 
Him and his Religion, We are repro- 
bates. Malice indeed, is an indication 
of a_ Diabolick Nature, of a mind 
throughly vicious and nerate, It 
is a temper wholly inconſiſtent with 
a 
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a true Pugs of Chriſtianity. For 
in this the children of God are —_— 1 Joh.z 1, 
and the Children of the Devil, whoſo- 
ever doth not Righteouſneſs is not of 
God, neither he that loveth not his Bro- 
ther. 
Again, There is a particular fits 
neſs and congruity in forgiving in- 
juries, and reconciling enemies to 
the tenor and intention of the Holy 
Sacrargent. God is there exhibited 
as willing to be reconciled to repen- 
ting ſinners : He there renews, and 
revives his Covenant of Grace, and 
Mercy to us : Does not reaſon then, 
that 1s to ſay, the Law of our Na- 
ture, and the eternal immutable Law 
of reaſonable Beings, require of us, 
that we in our capacity ſhould do the 
ame? How can we expect that from 
another, which, in the change of cir- 
eumſtances, wearenot willing todo? 
Therefore, if thou bring thy gift to the Matt.7.ix, 
Altar, and there remembreſt that thy 
brother hath ought againſt thee, leave 
there t if ore the altar, andgo thy 
Pay, ff reconciled to thy —_ 


(32) 
and then come and offer thy gift. Which iy 
words, though they are ſpoken, | 
our Saviour, with immediate reſj 
to the Peace-Offerings for the Atone- (iz 
ment of ſins ; yet the reaſon holds in [ow 
all our addreſſes to God for pardon, | 
and has been generally applied by [ye 
Divines, to the Holy Sacrament, [yt 
Here, in eſpecial manner, we pray [qi 
for, and expe& his Mercy. But is it |; 
reaſonable to hope for ſuch & favour |; 
atthe handsof God, unleſs weare wil | 
ling to give ſatisfaCtion,to our power, 
for the injuries we have done to & lin h 
thers, and are ready to forgive offet+ |cour 
ces againſt ourſelves? Our very na [wed 
ture will rebuke ſuch a vain preſum |Gu 
prion. And our Saviour'has rice, 
_— us, in the Parable of the Lord |hur-1 
and his ſteward,” that a readineſst0|znd 
forgive our enemies, is indiſpenſably[he w 
neceſſary in order to the pardon WfMlf 
oar own miſcarriages: The Lotdſconfi 
forgave his ſteward a vaſt debt, butwill 
he forgetting the goodneſs of his LorjpeR: 
to him, ſues and ſeizes his debtorithar | 
and fellow ſervants, for trivial ſumhis fi 


(33) 


ch fore bis Lord was wroth, and de. Mats. 18, 
7 wered him to the tormentors, till he ** 
pay all that was due unto him. So 


& [litewiſe, ſays owr Saviour, ſball my hea- 
10 [rewly father do to you, if ye from your 
0n, [hearts forgive not every one his brother 
by [their rreſpaſſes. Nay, he has taughe 
At. [ytoacknowledge the reaſonableneſs 
ray [ofit, in our daily prayer, Forgive ws pare. 6. 
+ It | ar treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that 


treſpaſs ag ainſt us. 

He then that comes to the Holy 
(communion with evil will or malice 
i0-his heart, muſt needs be out of 
countenance, as a man that wants the 
wedding Garment. But he whoſe war. 
foul is free from that unchriſtian **- 
vice, he who is an enemy to none, 
but-delights in the happineſs of all, 
and is ready: to affiſt whom he may ; 
be who loves his Neighbour as him- 
WH, may approach with an humble 
nfidence : ſuch a ſuitable remper 
will give him courage, rational ex- 
eQtation, and a modeſt aſſurance 
that his addreſs will be accepted, and 
nts fins forgiven. 
Finally, 
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Finally, and above all, the parti F 
cular neceſſity of univerſal Charingthe 
at the Holy Sacrament is groundedAn: 
chiefly upon that paſſ; F- of S. Pal} Sac 
(x Cor. 10. 16, 17.) The Cup of bof 
fing which we bleſs, is it not Fa w 
nion of the blood of Chriſt? The 
which we break, is it not the Ct 


of the body of Chriſt ? for we being | 


my are one bread and one body, for we 
all partakeys of that one brea once 
tn the 16th Verſe you ſee the A-\at 
le affirms, that the faithful in thefoft 


oly Sacrament communicate to-| (hr, 
gether, of the body and blood: off Ape 
Chriſt ? The bread which we break | it » 
it not the Communion of the we d 
Chriſt ? and from thence, in the fob| the: 
lowing words, he infers the moſt per;| crif 
fet Love and Unity amongſt them] ano 
ſelves, v. 17. For we being many at| und 
(5.e, we ought to be) one bread ani Fat 
one body, why? becauſe we all partakedf\ co-1 
that one bread, ( or loaf) which word at t 
of the Apoſtle may be underſtood in{ the 
a double ſenſe, according to the is} acc: 
veral ſignifications and conſtruftion| ib 
of the Holy Sacrameat. Firſt, 


(35) 
arti Firſt, as this Supper of our Lord is T*frft i= 
ri Chriſtian Paſſover, and bears an 7 of the 
dedanalogy to the Fewiſb feaſt upon the 16th. wr. 
dal facrifice of the Paſchal Lamb, which 
| ar ate together, after the Prieſt 
preſented and offered it up to 
God. And tothis the Sacramear ſuc- 
aeceds, and is underſtoodas a perpe- 
mal feaſt upon the Sacrifice of our 
+ are] Bleſſed Saviour whoſe body was offered Heb.10.0. 
axce for all : which body and blood we 
'A\atin the ſign and figure to the end 
tafof the world, by his own Command. 


to-| Chriſt our Paſſover ( ſays the ſame 
» 


Apoltle ) is ſacrificed for ws, therefore 
t iv] et ws keep the feaſt, 1 Cor. 5.7, 8. 
Al Now thus toeat and drink toge- Tx frſlis- 
ther at the Table, and upon the Sa- a 
per-| crifice of our 4 9 US tO ONE 17th. ver, 
em-! another in the ſtricteſt ryes of Love 
and Charity, as children of the ſame 
Father, redeemed by the ſame Lord, 
ed] co-heirs of the ſame inheritance, fed 
x&{ atthe ſame Table, and nouriſhed by 
in/ the ſame Loaf, which by common 
| acceptation, and fair conſtruction, 
om 1Sboth a Token, a Profeſſion, and a 
| folemg 


kf 


The ſecond Again, according to the ſecond 
row of th 
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ſolemn League of Love and Friend: 


ſhip 


Notion of the Holy Sacrament, asit 
is an inward and ſpiritual grace, a 
Seal of the New Teſtament, a con- 
firmation of all the blefſings of the 
Goſpel ro every individual Perſon 
that accepts the terms, and will fub 
fil the Counterpart, the ſenſe of the 
16th. Verſe is this, viz. that all _ 
perform the Conditions required 0 
them, thall as ſurely enjoy the bene- 
firs of our Savjour's death, as they 
partake of the viſible ſigns there, 
as they eat the Bread, and drink the 
Wine, by whych it is ſbewed forth and 
repreſented, The Cup of bleſſing which 
we bleſs, is it not the Communion of the 
blood of Chriſt? The Bread which m 
break, is it not the Communion of tht 
boay of Chriſt ? that is, of the benefits 
of both. Now this conſent to the 


Conditions of the Goſpel, this en 
tring into Covenant with God, this| 
ſincere and chearful dedication d 


our ſelves to the Government of ot 
bl Tec 


SN SLOS USHSPRURrSPTSCOT=E 


FERTS 


2 


| 


ESTER TEELSTSST 3 


(37) 
bleſſed Saviour, which render the E- 
lements the Body and Blood of Chriſt, 
to the receiver is expreſſed in Scri- 
pture by all ſuch Metaphors, as de- 
note the moſt intire and perfect uni- 
on, which can be poſhbly conceived 
between us, as that between the Huſ- 
band and the Wife, the Vine and the 
Branches,the Shepherd and theFlock 


Body ; which Uanity is not natural 


and perſonal, that were Blaſphemy *? 


to imagine, but Intellectual and Mo- 
ral: one Vital Principle moves them, 
one ſpirit as and inhabits in them 
both : our Saviour and his true Dil- 
ciples have the ſame opinions of what 
is good and evil, the ſame affeQtions 
toevery thing that is good, the ſame 
will to proceed and att according to 
the moſt perfect reaſon. If Chriſt be 
in you, (ſays St. Paul) the body is dead, 
Now the manner of His being 1n us, 
is explained in the former Verſe, by 


' His temper, ſpirit, and diſpoſition. 


| ol] For if any man have not the ſpirit of 


IT. 


| 
na 


Chriſt, be is none of his ; as 10 ano- 
ther 


> Jo. 15. 1, 


the Head and Members, the Soul and Þo. is. 


Eph.y. 17. 


1 Cor. 12. 


Rom. 8. 
19. 


V. 5: 


Phil. 2. 5. 
Kphb.z. 17. 


The ſecond 


tion of the 
17. Y. 


V. 7, 


tally united to one another ; We - 
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ther place it isexplained by his Mjad, 
That the ſame Mind may be in us, which 
we in him: And again, That He may 


dwell in our hearts by Faith. 


Now from this {piritual Union be- 


twixt our Saviour, and thole who 
worthily receive the Sacrament, that 
is, who have reſigned themſelves to 
the obedience of the Goſpel, the A- 
poſtle infers the molt intire and per- 
feQ unity of the whole body of faith- 
ful Chriſtians amongſt themſelves, 
Ye are, ſays he, united to Chriſt, 
eating His Body, and drinking His 
Blood, He becomes a principle of 
new life to every one that receives 
the Sacrament as he ought to do. 
Now, ſays he, the union 15 the very 
ſame, and upon the ſame account, be- 
tween the faithful amongſt chem- 
ſelves. For, carrying on the Meta. 
phor, We being many are one body, and 
one bread, becauſe we are all partakers 
of that one bread. 

We all receive nouriſhment from 
the ſame root, and are therefore vi- 
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all made to drink, ( (peaking of the 
Cup ia the holy Ehuauoms, Bon owe 
Pirie. All which, laying aſide the 
Allegory, is thus to be underſtood, 
that foraſmuch as all fincere and 
faithful Chriſtians have eatred them- 
ſelves into the ſame Society, utderta- 
ken the ſame inſtitetion and rule 
life, conſent and agree in the fame 
Ne therviors they e3e oeehif'T 
tion, t re they are 7 o- 
nited to one another, as welt as to 
our bleſſed Saviour. For our Saviour - 
is not divided, He is one and the ſame 
in his Nature, his Life, his Goſpel, 
his Laws, and Promiſes; fo that if 
innumerable individualsdevore them- 
ſelves to the belief of his Propofiti- 
ons, to the love and obedience of his 
inftruQions,if they reign themſelves, 
their wills and os Com- 
mand, whereby In 2 por, 
Moral ſenſe united to him; theſe of mo 
neceflity, by the fame Moral unity, 
are joyned and knit amongſt them- 
ſelves. One common ſoul and fpirir 
as and influences them all, they 
D have 


” 1 


P, 17, 


| (40) 
have parted from their own private 
will and coadud, and refolved them- 
ſelves into the guidance of another, 
whofe Law is 1ummoveably perfeft, 
nd the.ſame to every particular per- 
fe. There mult be therefore an U- 
raverial, and intire conſent in their 
epinions,gdeſires, and courſe of life, ag 
beiag derived from one and the ſame 
unalterable Law. They grow «p into 
him wn «ll things, lays St. Paul, which 
6p nevgs Chi. And thug 
unKy; iacere and faithful Chri- 
ſtians with Chri#, and with one ano- 
ther, may be eaſily underſtood of all : 
and yet it is as real, as ſtrict, and 
Prager 06 the Metaphor, in the Text 
us, by ,which it is expreſt: 
namely, the unity of innumerable 
Particles of Flower (by the balm 
or leaven; which pervades and binds 
them all) in one Lump or Loaf, 
Far we: being many are one body, and 
one bread, for we. are all partakers of 
that. owe: bread, _ 
The: Concluſion then is this, that 
it all the faithful Chriſtians upon 


carth, 
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earth, are as the ſeveral parts of the 
ſame loaf, if they are members one 


, of another, if they receive their vital 


influence from the ſame root, if they 
are moved and ated by the ſame 
principle, then we ought, that is, we 
muſt, we can do no other than love 
one another intirely : no love like that 
which iympathy and conſent of will 
creates : or to ſpeak more properly, 
love is not the creature of ſympathy 
and conſent, but ſympathy and con- 
ſent of Will, are Love; they are the 
thing it ſelf, they cannot be diſftin- 
guiſhed. And therefore without Cha- 
rity, withour intire and periett Love 
—_ our ſelves, we cannot be 
united to Chrift, we cannot have ea- 
ten his Body or druok his Blood. The 
Elements will be no more, to ſuch as 
theſe, nay lefs, than common bread 
and wine. We cannot be the mem- 
bers of the myſtical body of Chritt, 
ſo long as we are ſeparated from one 
another by the leaſt degree of malice 
and evil will, for no man ever hated bis 


own flaſh. He then that loves not, knows Joh. 4 © 


2 not 


1 Cor. 1 
20, 


(42) 
ot God, (has no true principle of 
Religion ) for God is love, - 

Upon all theſe accounts it is, that 
the Holy Sacrament has been always 
eſteemed « token of Unity, « bond of 


—_ and a ſymbol of peace and com 
cor 


And hence it was, that in former 
times the Communicants b 
their Offerings to the Miniſter, Fruits 
of the earth, or any Viands for en- 
tertainment, which, when the Sa- 
crament wasended, were caten asa 
common feaſt, by all degrees and 
ranks promilſc , without reſpe& 
to place or quality. And this was the 


Pet..13. feaſt of Charity, mentioned by S. Jude 


v.12. and was concluded with a kils, 
_ of entire and perfeQ friend- 

Ip. 

But theſe pure and innocent Ceres 
monies being ſoon abuſed, were at 
terwards diſuſed : Nevertheleſs we 
have SO like them ſtill coott- 
nued in our Church, namely, in the 
ColleQtioa that is ordinarily made 
tor the poor ; and, after the Com- 
munion, 
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munion, in eating and drinking what 
remains of the Conſecrated Elements 
ia the Church, without diſtiation of Rube. 
perſons, bur, / as the cuſtom is, the 
meaneſt perſons are invited to be the 
chief partakers of it. 

Par. Sir, 1 I underſtand you, 
and Tam heartily glad that I did not 
receive before I was inſtrutted ; and 
I find upon the matter, that it re- 
quires both rime and retirement to 
prepare our ſelves as we ought to do, 
and the firſt time more eſpecially ; 

but I will endeavour, by God's aſ 
well to follow your direQtions. 

Min. Yau have madea very good 
inference from our ſwhole diſcourſe; | 
the reaſon of the ation, and the (o- 
lemanity of this moſt facred Ordi- 
nance, the ſeveral parts of our Reli- 
gion which it has reſpect to, require 
a very ftrit examination of our 
Knowledge, Repentance, Aﬀe&ions, 

n+ deſires, 'that ſo our ap- 
prehenſions of the thing, and the in- 
tention of our mind, may bear a pro- 
portion to the outward ation, to the 
D 3 de- 
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n;the words, and the geſtures of 
the ſervice. Our devotion,as you have 
heard, 15 to be cxerciled upon every 
part ,.of Chriſtianity, our (parts 
cular defetts are here to be bewailed'; 
the ſeveral graces. of Faith, Hope, 
and; Love, univerſal Love towards 
God/and Man, are tobe exerted in 
this {dlemnity : and therefore it is 
very neceſſary to withdraw our ſelves 
from the, world, and” retire into our 
ſelves, ſome time before we receive. 
That we may recolle& the pti 
ciples, and the duries, the bleflings 
and the promiles-of -our Religion ; 
that we.may examine the ſtate of 
our:Soul } what neceſſary Article of 
Faith we doubt of,: or do not under- 
ſand; what evil habit remains un- 
mortified, or is moſt unwilling to be 
ſubdued ;- what is the ſi that ſo eaſily 
beſets us, that has the advantage of 
our natural complexion, violent in- 
clination, or preſent profit : what 
methods we have taken, or may take 
for the - future, to ſubdue it ; what 
zmprovements we bave made ſince 
| we 


<+S @ 28V\N{k«S X ACT <a a << == wa OA», 2 a £m _ rat $_—_ a a 


(45) 
we laſt received, and how we have 
| keprour refolutions. | 
| © Thar we may ſufficiently bewail , 
our failings, and take pleaſure and fa- 
liefeRion 10 our proficiency. 
| "That we may excite and ſtir up 7, 
our devotions by proper Meditations. - -+ 
Theſe are weighty matters, yet very 
neceſſary , ' and therefore require a 
| previous confideration. 
| But co ſay how long, how many 
| hours, or days,or weeks a man oughe 
| to ſpend in Meditation and Prayer, 
before he may preſume to receive ; 
| or to what degree of Knowledge and 
| Virtue he muſt attain, is both impoſ- 
* | fible,and unneceſſary. Do you but re- 
| member that competent knowledge, 
and great integrity, with an hearty 
| defire to grow in Grace, and the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
| Jeſus Chriſt, is the true preparation = Per. ; 
| of the Soul, and 'you ſhall be able, 
| with Sobriety, to judge for your 
| ſelf. He that wants this, is not fit to 
receive ; but he that is thus qualified, 
| is a worthy Communicant, though 
D 4 his 
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his knowledge may not be ſo diſtin 
and clear, or his virtues ſo ſhining , 
and perfect, as ſome other Chriſtians 

poſſibly may be. Has not God en- 
couraged perſons of weak Faith, and 
a frail virtue, provided -it be crue, 
. tohope for his acceptance ? For he will 


3. wor break the braiſed reed, nor quench 
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RW 


the ſmoaking flex, ( fays our Saviour) 
that is, he will ſupport it and inflame 
it by the influences of his Grace; if 
we have but the firſt beginnings of 
Holineſs, an hearty liking of it, and 
defire after it; he will nouriſh it, and 
' bring it to perfection, For to thew 
, that knock it ſhall be opened. They that 
ak ſball have. They that er and 
thirſt after righteouſneſs ſhall be filled, 
No man-therefore that is inquiſitive 
to know, and ſincere in praQtice, has 
any reaſon to be diſcouraged. For 
the Grace and aſſiſtance which God 
has promiſed, he beſtows, and infu- 
ſes into the hearts of men, as by the 
immediate influences of his Spirit 
upon the Soul, ſo eſpecially, through 
tus Word and Sacraments. It 15 cer- 
tain 
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tain we cannot betoo well prepared, 
_ | but we may be too ſcrupulous abour 
| the degrees of Knowledge and Vir- 
tue, which are the indiſpenſable 
conditions. of our acceptance. We 
may prevent our growth in Grace, 
by thinking our felves unkt to uſe 
the means thereof. ' An bearty deſire 
of perfeQtion, with ſuch endeavours, 
Improvements, Devotions and pre- 
parations, as our capacity and oppor- 
| tunity will permit, intitle us to the 
uſe, and to the benefits of the Holy 
Sacraments. For how could the 
be ſaid to be the means of Grace, if 
none but perſons already veſted with 
it i great degrees, were allowed to 
uſe them. So that the fiacere, though 
imperfeft Chriſtian, at-the preſent, 
has a particular propriety in the Holy 
Sacrament, becauſe they are appoin- 
ted of God, to be the means of ob- 
taining that, which theſe eſpecially 
want. For I am not come, ſays our Sa- Mac. g. 
viour, #0 call the righteous, but ſinners 12, 13. 
—_ And again, The whole 
neeg not 8 Phyſician, but the ſick, Not 
that 


(48) 

that there are any ſo righteous, as not 
to need Repentance, or {0 whole as not 
to need a Phyſician ; but” the more 
confirmed and eſtabliſht Men are in 
a courſe: of Obedience to: God, the 
more they are under the power of 
Religion, and the longer they have 
ſo continued ; Theſe, comparatively 
fpeaking , have the leſs occaſion to 
uſe the means. 

I ſay not this to encourage carelef. 
neſs, or indifference in 'the worſhi 
of God, in any. God knows the fruit 
ties of the beſt are ſo grear, and 
many, that there 1s little fear of di- 
verting a good Man from the worſhip 
of God, becauſe of the comfort and 
ſupport he feels therein,and the great 
neceſſity in this ſtate of uncertainty 
and war that he finds thereof : But 
fince our Saviour allows it, I would, 
by His own fimilitudes, expel and 
diſſipate all fatal ſcruples out of the 
minds of the ſincere, though young 
Beginners in Religion. 

Par. Sir,I thank you for your pains, 
and I hope they are not ill beſtowed; 


by 


* 
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by the Grace of God you ſhall ſee the 
good ctiect thereof in a little cime. 

- Min. Ay, that is the end of all. I 
gray God conhrm your Reſolutiqns, 
and be ſure you let me ſee you as 
often as you can, that I may explain, 
or -_ upon any Article of our 
Diſcourſe, or refreſh your Memory, 
goccalion may require. 


uPet. 1.12. 


' thy ways paſt finding out, tho' neither 1 
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Proper Prayers, ſuited to the || 


foregoing Account 'of the 
Holy Sacrament. 


A Preparatory Prayer. 


Almighty God! although hy 
OQ C — are fcerchakle je. 


nor the wa pr of S preſence ſhall ever 
comprebena the myſtery of Man's Re- 
demption thro' Jeſus Chriſt ; yet it 
is enough for me, that thus it is re- 
vealed ; and therefore I believe with 
all mine heart, I adore the myſtery, 
and reſolve my hope and truſt into 
the merits of the Croſs. I will now 
and ever implore thy Pardon, Grace, 
and Aſſiſtance, for His ſake alone, 
whoſe Body was broken, and whoſe 
Blood was ſhed for the Remiſſion of 
my fins, mine, only Saviour and Re- 
deemer. And O. that I might meet 
my Lord this day, in the appointed 
Signs, and Sacrament of his Mp 
wit 
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Tas if I had ſeen his Miracles ; as full 


| Jo ,as if Himſelf had ſaid unto me, 


(5t) | 
-with an heart as ſtedfaſt in the Faith, 
| 


[of Love, as if I had been healed of 
my diſeaſes by his Power ; as full of 


of good chear, thy ſins are all forgiven; Ma. g.s. 
as conſtant in my Reſolutions againſt 
all Impiety and fin, as if I had ſeen 
my Lord in his Agony, and heard 
Him fay, My God, my God, why ha## 
Thos forſaken me ! O Lord encourage Matt- *7. 
| ty fincere deſires, and enable me ro ©* 
orm the intended duties, with 
theſe, and all fuch holy diſpoſirions 
3 Thou requireſt of me ; aſſiſt my 
'weakneſs by thy power, ſupport and 
ſtrengthen all thoſe Graces which 
Thou haſt begun, and perfe&t them, 
at laſt, in habits of Obedience, Love, 
and Praiſe through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. 
- A ſbort Ejaculation upon the recei- 
ving of the Bread. 


0 Lora, I am a ſinful man, not wor- 


thy that thou ſbouldſt come under my Matt, 8.91 
| roof. 


(52) 
roof. O cleanſe my ſoul from all im- 
purity and filth, make me fit to re- 
ceive ſo glorious a gueſt, and then-a- 
bide and dwell in me for ever, thro 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Ames. 


A ſbort Ejaculation upon receiving 
of the Cup. 


Lord, I believe, help thou mine un 
belief; that 'the Bread which 1 car, 
_ a js which I drink, thus 

e wen by thy Com 
may be. indeed che! Body and Bloo 
of Chriſt to me, the Seal of my Par- 
don, and the earneſt of Eternal life, 
thro? Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Ames: 


A' Prayer to be ſaid immediately after 
you heve received the Elements, 


AS 


TTL TIER 


OO — 


Moſt merciful God and Father! }* 


How wonderful is Thy love to 
me a wretched ſinner,that Thou now 
vouchſafeſt to receive me as a guelt 
to thine own Table, and haſt fed me 


Jok. 6.55, With che Bread of Heaven ! T hat thou 


ſhouldſ 
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ſhouldſt make an offer of peace and 
reconciliation to me | That Thou 
ſhouldit never be weary of ſhewing 
_ That the blood of our Sa- 
riour ſhould be ſalutary ſtill, and ex- 
kibited for ever, to the relief of all 
that are willing to be healed ! Lord, 
phat is man that thou art fo mindful of” 


ardeſt him ! O make me worthy of 
ths ineſtimable bleſſing ; purifie m 
thoughts, reQifie my will, ſanQike 
mine affeQtions, ſtreagthea my reſo- 
ktions, that I may go on from oze 


may improve my Talent, and be the 
tetter ſenſible for every Sacrament 
lreceive, till my Faith ſhall at laſt be 
perfeted in Viſion,and the Commu- 
tion of thy Body and Blood, ſhall 
te finally reſolved into the full en. 
pyment of thine Eternal Deity, O 
Bleſſed Jelus. Jen. 


A Prayer 


Thiw, or the Son of man that Thou ſo *%.*- 4 


degree of grace unto another, till I come Col. 1.28. 
to be perfel in Chrift Jeſus: that 1 = *% 
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A Prayer tobe ſaid in your Cloſet after 
your return from the Holy Communion, 


Rev.2-23. the hearts, and trieſt the reins 
Pl 51-6. of men! Thou that requireſt trath in 
the inner parts ! O purge my ſoul from 
all Hypocriſie and guile, that I ma 
now, and always, ſerve thee with 
that ſincerity and purity as I ought 
todo! O Lord, I hope my inward 
ſelf, my very foul and heart did in 
dite the Praiſes, Prayers, and Vows 
of my Tongue this & before thee. 
Pl.10z 14. O thou that remembreſt whereof we are 
made, and confidereſt that we are but 
Heb 4.15. en / O Thon our great High Prieſt, 
who art touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities, accept of my good in- 
tentions, and forgive the coldneſs of 
my Devotions, and the remiſneſs of 
my mind, the wandring of my 
thoughts, and the many imperfeQ+- 
ons of this, and of all mine Holy 
things! and, O Lord, I beſeech thes 
continue upon my foul that Holy 
diſpo- 


A 


PC 7. 9. Ecernal God ! That ſearcheſt | 
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"ons and delires ; that my life may be Col.v 8 


(55) 
diſpoſition , that Religious ſenſe, 
which, by thy Grace, I have. been af- 


united to thy ſelf in the ſame 


hid with Chriſt in God, that whew Chriſt 
who & ver life ſball eppear, 1 may «p- 
gear with him in Glory; ro whom with 
the Facher andthe m_ irit be al- 
cribed all Honour, /P Might, 
Majeſty, Dominion and 

now and for evermore. Lives. 


General Prayers to: be faid a at 
© © any rime. ' 


'A 07,3: ge of Sins: 


Of The te @ mas 
hty Creator, and wiſe diſpoſer 
of al thing; Ther haft been very 
gracious unto me-from my [ned ah wt 
wich bas 
wit ca1ng'that is for 
te inftrultio on ſob and rh 
Ron and pleaſure of my life. O A. 
E what 
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what obligations haſt thou laid u 
me, by thy ticular Grace ——_ 
vour cowards me, to ferve thee all 
the days of my life with a perfeQ 
hearr ? 


W hat then {ſhall I ay uato'T 
© Thou that art the Judge of men * 
How have 1 red thee for all the 
benefits Thou done unto me ? 


— 
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© Lord, I am very ſenſible, chat my 
fins are more in number, than the 
hairs of my head, more ia weight 
than T am able to bear. Mine anly 


juſt diſpleaſure is very 
Thas beft invited al that travel, and 
are _— 


bs $3. 
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even the Lamb tharwa lin from the 


beg ihininio of the World : He hes born 
08k oricfs and carried our ſorrows, and 


on Find is 14id the iniquities of ue'all, | 


Lofrd,of thine infinite mercies, waſh 
aw3#y rity fins in the blood of my dear 
Redeemer ; nail them to his Croſs, 
bury-them in his Grave, thar _ 
may. cever riſe in Judgment again 

me, toaccuſe anditerrike my Conſci> 
ence here, or condemn me to everla- 
ſting puniſhmeac inthe life to come, 
thro' Jabus Choi our Lord. Amen. 


* Ov} LOS : , 


; V2} yr: The Refolstion. 
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- wards me;thar Thou haft made me 


Bernal God! I acknowledge 
'ad adore [Thy Goodneſs to- 


2 reaſonable-Cteature, that I am not 


driven by neceſſity, as other 'Beings 


Sen,1, 26.876, bur-am created in the Image of 


God himſelf. | 
O how juſt and reafonable is it, 
that we ſhould glorifie our bountiful 


Creator with all the faculties which 


He has given us? O God, I bewail 
mine 


_MLDLRT A.” am. Be a an. ne Sr = i. . io df ..X._ 


EY opportunities of- knowledge 31 have- 
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mine own defe&s af Duty towards. 
Thee ; I have. not improved mine! 


been contented to know: but little, 
and have practiſed leſs ;- my mind. 
has been employed and fatished in: 
trifling objects, my will has follow- 

ed after vanity, ' and God has not been _ 
in all my thoughts, 

But now, O Lord, I am very ſen- 
ſible of my folly, as well as of my fin, 
and I am reſolved for the time to 
come, to run the way of Thy C Pſbl. 11 
ments, when Thos ſbait enlarte 
heart. 1 do moſt" ſincerely. and 'de- 
voutly offer 4nd preſent wy ſelf, my 
ſoul «xd body, a lively reaſonable ſacrt- Roman. 
fice unto Thee : 1 unfeignedly reſolve 
that fin ſball no more heve dominion 
over me , I will not yield my members rom. 6 
inſtruments of unrighteouſnefb. to ſin, 
but I will yield my ſelf to G F will pul. 96 
endeavour to affet my miad- with 
the beauty of holinef, till I Love by 
thine: atteftions, 'chuſe what Thou 
propoſeſt, believe what Thou reveal- 
eſt, expeQ Thy promilſes,and intirely 

E 3 reſign 


(60) 
my ſelf to the obedience of thy 
Law: Lord, of thy Goodneſs acceper 
mine offering, have mercy and com- 


ties, conſider my Coatrition, accepr 
my Repenatance, encourage my lin- 
—_ reſtore me to Thy Grace 
28d , through Jefus Chriſt my 
Lord and only Saviour. Ames. 


An Att of Hope. 


Lmighty and moſt merciful Fa- 
ther ! Thou art Infinite in all 
P iotts, the Author and Foun- 
| 1s, (ain of all the ſcattered excellencies 
in the World ! as Thou art juſt to 
145.9, puniſh Wickedneſs, ſo Thy Mercy # 
over all thy Works : Thos remembre## 
$93-14+ chat we are but men ; Thou conſider. 
eft the various temptations, to which 

we are _— the weakneſs of our 
reaſon, the viokace of our , 

- 17.9. treachery of our hearts, infir- 
4 ME hBing @s oor pm 
1p tons of our ent ftate. 

Thos art not therefore extreme to mark 


me, pity mine infirm» | 


what 


— a. ww. ww. we ww wt a a. oo fre ax: a «. a. Gems. oo ob. oo iow S£csczo cas + 


(61) 

what we do amiſs ; T how art flow to a 

ger, full of comp aion, np pRge or] 

*; Ceedeef and tra; Thos haſt no , 

[ure in the death of him that dies, but, Ezek. 
«t any time the wicked wil turn away A 
ow his ſins, rey wi-paduer 37 lay 

ful and right, Thou b of pro ſed that he 

ſhall ſurely live,he {þ e, that in- 

« voy b nad wr 17 "Thos, oh 


= _—_ 0 Lad, char _ 
4s word (ball fail that Thou heft 
and therefore I will never = ry 
fin of diſtruſt to the number of mine 
offences ; but I will always worſhip 
before my God, with the moſt ho- 
nourable —— the molt worthy 
apprehenſions I can conceive or 
frame. Lord, make me truly peni- 


purple of mas Fear or (nana he 
purpoſes of mae — 
E 4 


(62) 
profeſſions of my* Tongue, and dill. 
gent ro live thereafter for the time tg 
come; and then I will humbly 

in the promiſes of thy Goſpel, and 
uk.L 74. ſerve thee without fear, O bleſſed God, 
by the: aſſiſtance' of thy moſt holy 
and eternal Spirit, Amer. 


A Prayer for Divine Aſfiſt ance and 
© gnereafe of Grace. 


OST Glorious' and Bleſſed 

God! ThowartInfinite in all 
perfeQtions, thy Will is pure, andall 
thine Excellencies are unchangeable; 
But though thou haſt been pleaſed to 
derive ypqn us ſome {mall degrees of 
thy — Nature, though we a& 
for the ſake of ſuch ends as we our 


culties are weak, our ſenfitive —_ 

tites impoſe =_ our reaſon, The 
m 7-15, {aw of our s prevails upon the 
6X Low of our mind, that we gennot do the 
thing that we would, © work in me, 
O Lord; what thou - would(t - have 
il.2.13; Me both 30 will and do: affiſt me by 
cny 


ſelyes propofe and chuſe ; yer our fa- \ 


x —- = FF Aa 4 


| 


| 


| habits may decay and dye in me, that 
\ the life of God and all the Graces of 


$7 through Jeſus Chriſt our 
A 


(63) 


thy Grace, that the power of evil 


the Holy Spirit, may grow more vi- 

porous and ſtrong ! Break not,0 Lord, Mai. 
the bruiſed reed, nor quench. the ſmoak- 

ins flax; but aſſiſt my weakneſs; 
ſtrengthen my faint deſires, encous 

rage my ſincerity, confirm my Faith, 

inflame my Love,cheriſh mine Hope, 

and enlarge my Charity : ſupport 

me under all my conflicts, and carry 

me through all remptations, that [I 

may chearfully do and ſuffker what- 

ſoever pleaſes thee. O how [ hunger Mats 6. 
and thirft after righteouſneſs ! how my al. 63-1. 
ſoul longeth after God! how chearfully ,\:; 
could I leave all things that hinder me Dhil.z. 14. 
behind, and preſs forwards for the prize 

of the hieh calling of God in Ge ſws 

Chriſt, if by any means I may attain the 
reſurrettion of the dead, O perfect | 
what thou haſt begun, dwel/ 1» mine x... 
beart by faith, and form thy ſelf in me. gy, , 1g. 
Guide meby thy counſels here, and re- ve.,, 4. 
cexve me at laſt into thine everlaſting 


» Amen. 


1Pet 3.13. 
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A Prayer for « due intention of 
in the Celebr ation of Religious Daties, 


Father of Mercies, and God of 
all our Conſolations ! It was 
Thine own eſſential Goodneſs that 


firſt inclined thee to create us, that. 
thou mighteſt communicate thy ſelf 


unto us, and exerciſe thy Grace and 
Bounty upon us. Thou haſt given us 
all the afſurances that our hearts can 
wiſh, That thow delighteſt to do us good, 
and that thine ears are open t0 our 
prayers. How juſtly then art thou 
the defire and the _— of all nati- 
ons? O that I could praiſe thee with 
naderſtanding, and recount thine 
Excellencies with that Senſe and 
Adoration as I ought! O that1 
could make my Prayers unto thee 
with a perfe&t Heart, with true de 
fire and ſutable endeavour ! that in 
all the Solemanities of Religion, I 
could approach thy preſence with 
ſuch an holy frame, with fuch a 
temper and affeQtion of mind - the 

uty 
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ity may require! But, O Lord, IT 
nor enough bewail mine own 
ſore ry and deadneſs in things Di- 
nine and Spiritual. How difficult do 
[ind ir, to raiſe in my mind a lively 
knſe of God, even in the molt ſo- 
knn duties ? How hardit is to bring 
[oy Soul to ſuch a perfect Unity, to 
fuch an intire concurrence as it ought 
to have with the outward celebrati- 
ms 'of Religion? But, O bleſſed 
ſefas, who once didft piry and for- 
give the infirmities of chine own dif- 


aples, who could not watch with thee Mac. :6. 


i bowr, have mercy upon me! Warm 
fine AﬀeQions by the irradiations 
of thy Love, refine my Nature, and 
niſe me above the body. Enlighten 
ny Mind that I may know Thee; 
orreQ the perverſeneſs of my Will, 
that I may chearfully obey Thee ; 
mortifie all mine inordinate deſires, 
that T may prefer and chaſe Thee; 
heal all my bodily diſtempers, eaſe 
Ouny cares, ſubdue mine un- 
y paſſions, and preſerve me from 
too ſtrong temptations, that my 
Mind 


- 
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(66) 
Mind may be always ſteddy and come 
poſed, always fit to ſerve Thee herg, 
that I may "ng aneternal Hallelujah: 


to thy Praiſe hereafter, through Je 
ſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


ſpondencies of Mind. 


| judgment not thine anger, that thos 
Heb. 12.6. ſhowldſt bring ws to nothing ; thou che 
ſteneſt every ſon whom thou doſt recetve ; 
All the evils that we- ſuffer in the 
world, are-the direCtions of thy, 
Reb.1.4o, Wiſdom for our Good, I therefore 
bleſs thy Holy Name for all thy Fa: 
therly corrections, wherewith in 
Mercy thou haſt ever viſited me. And 
I humbly implore thy Divine Aſſt 
tance, that I may now behave my 


fect reſignation to thy Will, under 
that confuſion, fear, and terror of 


A Prayer to be ſaid, by well meaning | 
perſons, under any dejettion or de-|% 


Moſt Merciful God and Father! | 
Jer.10.24. Thos corretteſt, but it « with \ 


ſelf with the moſt intire and per-|* 


mind, which thou art pleaſed to lay: : 
upon | 


4 


ers, 
Jah 


| 'O Lord, and thy ſervant ſhallbe healed. 
1 0 


(67) 
Jupon me.' I rejoyce in the midit of 
is ſore affliction, ( as it is a token 
tof thy care and Love) how ſeverely 
bever-it may affet me. Lord, bring 
me nearer to thy ſelf, and preſerve 
me ftedfaſlt in my duty to the end, 
how ſharp ſoever the means may be. 


&. (Put, O moſt gracious Father ! if the 
-[hiding of thy Countenance from me 


for a tirtie, has wrought thoſe happy 
tes upon me, for which thy Wit- 
dom and'Goodneſs did deſign it ; Re- 
tore ime, O reſtore me, for Jeſus 
Chriſt 'his fake, to a feaſe of thy 


long do I water my touch with my tears, 


| my Soul is diſquieted within me, ſunk 


down ifito rhe duſt of death, evea in- 


thy ſatvation; cauſe thine Holy Spi- 
rit to deſcend' into mine heart, that 
he may defend and guard me in all 
my tryals, ſupport and quiet my de- 


that it cannot ſave ; ſay but the word 


, | Love, to peace in'my Mind again. { 6.6. 
| im wenry of my 'groanng, allt e night 


trhe pic of hell. Viſit me, O God, with pr,os 4. 


jected Mind : 'Thy hand is not ſbortned 1s. 50 ». 


59. t 
I Matt 2,8, 


(68) 
O how would I magnifie thy Glory, 
wmitate thy Life, and obey thy Wi 
if Thou ſhouldſt be pleaſed to truft 
me with Health and Peace again, 


CCrrrnnn 


kN dDOSETTSELTE 


tunity of chy ſervant; my heart 4s 
Pſal.6. 4. full, my ſoud ad{0 is fore troubled. Lord, 
55-5 bow lopg wilt thou puniſh me ? O can 


142. 1. 


Pſal. 60.1, T hee again, and have m=_P #03 me; 
Lan. 5- confider my complaint, let my 
Sa us on, bee! OQ how -&-4 
fully would I do or ſuffer any thing, 
whereby I might teſtifie the fiaceryy 
of mine Adoration, Love, and Duty 
to Thy Sacred Majeſty ! 1 heave wort 
bt»: 1, #8 Heaven but God, and there 5s mow 
173-5" upon Earth that I deſire im comperiſes 
of Thee! © when ſhall 1 feel that jy 
«nd peace in my mind, which . Thou 
haſt promiſed to thoſe thet oe 
Pſug 165, Law? O when wilt thou diſpel t 
clouds of diffidence and fear, which 
depreſs and trouble me, even now, 
that I find in my ſelf the moſt ſincere 
deſires to do my duty in the World: 
Mate. 26,” Tet not eny will, O Lord, but Thine & 
42 aone; here T anwgdo with me whatſoruey 
pleaſe 


EE 
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Lord, pardon, aad hear the 4mpar-|/ 
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es Thee; Though Thou (b 

gk ol Tireff in Thee. 1 hg 

my ſelf into the Arms of Thy mercy, 
beſeeching Thee to /ay no more wpor 

me, than T hos ſhalt enable me to bear ; * © *% 
and all I beg upon the alone Account ** 
of the Merits _ Mediation of Jeſus 
Chriſt, my Lord and only Saviour. 
Amen. 


A Prayer for Proteftion, with Thaxnkſ- 
&ronmg. 

Eternal God ! Thou art the 
Almighty Father of the world; 

I was created by thy Power, and am 
preſerved by thy Wiſdom and Good- 

nels: Iam Soar 4 ſenſible of Thy par- 
ticular Grace and favour towards me, 
in all the periods and ftates 
of life, thro' which I have 
fſed *. O bleſſed God, aft- 
my mind as it ought to 
be, with a ſenſe of thy boun- 
ty and beneficehce, rhat I 
| may rely upon Thy Provi- 
dence for the time to come ; 
that I may be wholly re- 


| 


(jo) 
ſign'd ro Thy moſt bleſſed Will, and 
fully ſatisfied under all Thy diſpenſa- 
tions towards me. Endue me, Q 
Lord, with all-thoſe gifts and graces, 
that may enable me to _— my ſelf 
as TI ought to'do, mr all the conditi- 
ons of life, which thou ſhalt be plex 
fed to call me to ; open mine urider- 
ſtanding, reQtifhe mine errors, quick- 
ea my diligeace,[trengthen my faith, 
and with my capacities inlarge my 
Charity, that Thou mayſt OM bog 
tinue to be gracious to me, to direft 
my Counſel, to preſerve my. health, 
to guide my hand, and to bleſs me ia 
all my ways and works, thro' Jeſus 
Chritt our Lord, in whoſe moſt holy 
-vame and words, I conclude mine 


imperfe& prayers, ſaying, 
Our Father, &c. 


THE END, 


NIE 


OE 


= SD AIQCO = mT rA7Q[c 


(nn) 


a 


— 


—_—  —— 


Matth. xxit. 37,38,39:"" 


Teſus (eidmnto him, Thou ſhalt love the 
Lord thy God with «ll thine heaxt, and 
with all thy ſoul, and with all thy 
mind. T7 37 

T bes is the firſt and gytet Commandment. 

And the ſecond is like nnto tt, Thin ſhalt 
love thy neighbour «s thy ſelf. 2 

HE Immortality of the Soul, 
and a future tate of Blifs-or' 
Miſery, a as our aQi- 
ons in the fleſh have been gavd/ of 
evil; are'che common Notions, the 
indeleble Opinions, the uni ex- 
peRation of Mankind.” . And there- 


forea diſtin and perfe@ k 
of Religion, or of tuch an pres 


of Faith and m—_—_—_ Yes will cer- 
rainly be accept God, procure 
his favour here, and everlaſting ble{- 
ſedneſs inthe Life to come, is x mat- 
| «/5odm ey eaeee” Io RO 

| () 


(7a) 
No reaſonable Man, that believes a 
future Judgment, with the conſe- 
quent Rewards and Puniſhmeats, 
can hngany Pace Of- CONFentment 1n 
his Mind, tiff by a clear underſtand- 
ing of: his. duty, and a firm refolu- 
tion t& fulfil ir; he has founded" to 
himfel, \a rational hape- of a happy 
lifein the other ber py 
- Buy chough rhe rhiog it 
bernalways fteddily beheved, yer a 
conſiſtent regular account of this fu- 
ture Life m_ now _ --nor the 
olinde b ured 
be.ohtamed, which {o po 
uy; diſcovered tÞthe World : tillthe 
Puke teins 
reel Pegrue wy t 
b; - 


.- Even; the Jewshad no diſtiaft; and; 
Cancepuinn af; the: Life tocome. 
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ſus ſaid wnto him, Thow ſbelt love' the 


s (73) 


dream'd of fortunate Iſlands, reple- | 


niſhed- with all imaginable delights 
of the Bedy, quick and m_ curious 
rites, and more objets 
efron, my 
Bur by che Miniſtry of ovr Blef- 
hea by <p _ d inet, 
rowg bt to lt E 
ond afſeve «7 ly econ Authority. 
Meade Phatiſees having Heard of 
the Wiſdom of our Saviour, thas he 
hed put rhe'Saddieres ty clea- 
red'the DoQrineofthe Reſort 
and was able ro enf\ver all the'ddudts 
and queſtions 'concetning the tife'to 
come; ſent's Lawyer, from amongſt 
ET 
oenquireSof our 
Seviour, under the fyſe of Myfter ; 
Wick ir the great Commandment? Fe. 


Lord thy Goll, with off thy Weart, autt 

with all thy ork and with al thy wind) 

and thy mes bbouy & thy [of 

hays gel, jrrenntet 
w 

may attatn everlaſting life ;- of _ 


V. 35 


II. 


(74) . 

a converſation and. courſe of ation 
here, as will procure to us everlaſt- 
ing bleſſedneſs in the world to come. 

And all the Duties, Qualities, and 
Habits, which are required of us, as 
conditions of Eternal life, are com- 
prehended by our Saviour under theſe 
T wo Heads. 

The firſt reſpe&s our duty towards 
God: Thos ſhalt love oo. Lord thy 
God, $&c. 

. The ſecond rel our duty to» 
wards. our far : Thos ſbalt 

I begin Sie rſt of theſe, 
which--reſpeAs our Duty towards 
God... Thow ſbalt love the Lord thy 
God with. all thine Heart, «nd with ull 


thy Soul,end with «ll thy Mind : This.is 


the firſt and great Commandment. And 
ia the odlng of this copious Argu- 
ment, 1. ſbaf confine my thoughts to 
this ſollo Method. 


Firſt, 1 ſhall explain the terms,and 


ve you-a more. general account of 


nature of the duty ; and the Prig- : 


cpls ito which it is reſolved. 


Secondly, 


«+ &@ ©. a Rc co 


£A 4 A ——«— ,q4 ©@ Mon .c x 


WY, oy VM» 9 


5 my, ow 


Wa. 
- 
” 


(75) 


Secondly, 1 ſhall confider the par- 
ticular parts, the neceſſary aCtts and 
exerciſes of Love to God, Firſt, With 
all' the Heart, "and with «ll the Soul : 
And Secondly, With al the Mind. 

Thirdly, ſhall conſider upon what 
Accounts, the Love of God with af 
the Heart and with all the Soul,and with 
ll the Mind, may be ſaid to be the 
Firſt and Great Commandment. 

Fourthly, I ſhall-perſwade, and en- 
courage you to the practice of this 
duty, and the purſuit of this habit of 


Love to God, by ſeveral motives, cou- 


ched and implied in this one ward, 
Thos ſbalt love the Lord thy God. 

Fifthly and Laſtly,I ſhall make Ap- 
plication of the whole. 

1 begia with the firſt of theſe, the 
Explication of the terms,and the con- 
lideration of the nature of the duty in 
the general,” and the Princi into 
which it is reſolved : Thos ſbalt love 
the Lord thy God, To Lovers to take 
delight and pleaſure in the ObjeR, 
with a deſire of fauch an enjo 
of ir, as the nature of the thing will 
F 3 bear, 


(76) 
the 0d B realons of "F Sore 
and Deljre, are only ewo, Cone 
various the objes, about which they 


or <ckr received from it. T 
are the onely Principles of Love; 


theſe are the onely cauſes of alt the 


delight aud delge jo the world, ghat 
is voluntary and choleg. Perſons, 'tis 
ket; 4 y be, 0 very Es 


Ne 5 _ often real upon 0n- 


worthy objefts, purſued and enjoyed 
after 3g 'unealonable manner. But 


notw eee that , whether the 

be wiſely choſen or eas 
wipe the beauty apprehended, be 

real, or np whereſoever de- 


light and delire are, == beauty, or 
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Sr. Lake expre | ; 
And becauſe of this indi t var 
ation of the phraſe, and detauſe'the 


ſacme thiog is ſometimes expreſſed by 
| F 4 one 


I; 
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enedf theſe phraſes only, -as with all ' 


thy Heart, 1 Sarn. 7. 3. Sometimes 
the 'Heart and Soal yn the Mind 
or Strength, as\in the 2 Kargr 23: 3. 
Therefore ſome Expofirors Laker 
the Heart, the Soul, and Mind, as 
words of the fame, or of equal fi 

nificativn, accumulated only to ceſs 
and inculcate- the duty more U- 
ally upon us, but not as a Climax'vf 
perfection 1n the practice of ir. | 
© But becauſe we may obſerve a real 
and material difference, in the com- 
mon ufſeand acceptation ofthewords, 
exprefſing the degrees of Intention, 
and deſire, in the ats and operations 


ofthe Soul; and becauſe it will very | 


much adminifter to the juſt explica- 
tion of the duty, therefore I ſhall 
prelame, and with. authority, to 
conſider the Heart, the Soul and Mind, 
as qualifications of gradual Excellen- 
cy, as'a Scale of Perfettion, in the 

ice and exerciſe of Love to 


| And firſt, With all thy Heart : By 
the Hears, according to the uſual fig- 
nificatio”n 
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'| nification of that Meraphor, we un- 


derſtand Iztegrity, Sincer ity of atfe&ti- 
| on; Te have obeyed fromthe heart, Rom. 
6.17. the form of dottrine that was deli- 
vered you, that is, fincerely, and with- 
out hypocrifie, And innumerable orber 
ACES. | 
Secondly, with all thy Soul, that is, 
with Underſtanding and Knowledge; 


that our Love of God be not 
Sincere, but grounded well, | 


| ing from Cauſes proper and confider- 


ed; not with Paſſion only, bur with 
nt. The Sout here may be 
underſtood of Reaſon and Diſcretion, 
whereby we diſtinguiſh of Good and 
Evil, baſe and worthy, and to whoſe 
determinations the Will, Deſires, and 
inſtruments of Action are obedient. 
Thirdly, with all thy Mind. By the 
Mind, may be underſtood the more 
Spiricual Principle in Man, whereby 


Propoſitions,as Reaſon,by — 
one thing, with another, ſhall! Jit- 


cover.” Reaſon is, as it wereg;"'an 
Artificial, Mechanical deduQtion” of 
Con- 


Z. 


(8) 

Concluſions from Premiſes, but the 
Mind enjoys them realy, by an intire 
withthe Propofition. And 

upon this account the wicked, in 
Scripture, are {aid to be 4vx-/, ſuch 
25 are able to collet the truths of 
Religjon, or any other Propolitiong 
by Scholaſtick inference ; but the Pi. 
ousand R rate have an inward 
ſnfation of things IntelleQual and 
Divine, and are therefore called 
«wwuerme}, to whoſe Body and Soul; 
15 added Mind or Spirit. | 
Wherefore then, to Love the Lond 
thy God with all thy Heart, and with ol 
vby Soul, and with all thy Mund, is fi 
cerely to Adore and Delight in God 
from a diſtin perception, from an in 
ward ſenſation as well of his abſolute 
10as1i0 themſelves, as of His 
infinite Bounty and Goodneſs to 
wards us. And thus I have explained 
the Terms, and ſtated the Nature of 
the duty in general. | 
x I proceed, as I propoſed, in the (& 
- cond place, to conſider the particular 
parts, the neceflary aQts and exercilts y 
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ef Love to God, Firlt, with 4l our 
Heart, ahd-with all our Soul ; Se- 

 ondly, mich all ow Mind. 
And Firſt, the pertietlarats, im- 
in the Love of God with all phe 
my ,and with all the Soul, are chiefly 
Fuſt, the Preferencecf God to all 
atber objetts whasfoever. He thax 
byes with' Jodgment, efteems and: 
values according to meight and mes- 


ſore, according to thedegrees of bean- 


t,and cxcellegce in the objett. As 
Ge e—_ —— 
or * s be W 
diccerns, Ge ſuffers not bis Pallion 
i deſire to go before tus underſtan- 


g. 
Bute God is a Being that exiſts of 
him{elf, in whom is implied whar- 
ſbever can be ſuppoſed to be, and in 
whom all being is reſolved, asinto its 
roper and molt perfett cauſe. De- 

ſuppoſes impotence and controul, 
but Omnipotence implies the moſt 
abſdluce perfettion. Delire of Good 
When known is neceſſary. But can 


any 


(82) 
any inſtance of goodneſs or perfeCti: 
on be hid from his knowledge, 'or 
kept'from his poſſeſſion, who is the 
cauſe of all chings ?-- 

Wherefdre then,ſincealbperfeRions 
are eſſential ro this firſtand Original 
Good ; one of the neceſſary abs of 
Love to ſuch a being is the preference 
of him to all other Beings whatſoe 
ver. If our Loveof Godbe with all 
the Soul, with judgment and under 
ſtanding, then we know'that there is 
none in heaven but God, and none upou 
earth to be deſired in compariſon (4 
Him ; That he is the fountain ofa 
the imperfe& excellencies of all crea» 
ted Beings ; that he is the moſt con= 
ſtant, and the moſt potent friend and 
benefactor; ' who made us by his 
Power, and ſuſtains us by his Provi- 
dence, guides us by his Council, 
affiſts us by his Spirit; pities our 
Weakneſs, pardons our Sins, and 
15 ready, at laſt, to receive us into 
Glory. Whereſoever therefore, He 
is underſtood, all other objeQts,! ha- 
bits, and defires, will __—_— os 

re 
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(33) | 
before him. For whatſoever beauty 
or goodneſs may be found in any 0- 
ther objeQt, they are all derived from 
God, in whom all fullneſs dwells. That 
$ the firſt. 

+ The Second particular implyed in 
the Love of God, with all the Heart, 
and mith all the Soul ;15 a ſtedfaſt Faith 
in whatſoever he reveals. A fincere 
iffeQion is apt, in its nature, to be- 
get an unreaſonable credulicy.. Ir is 
very difficult. to perſwade our ſelves 
thar our friend, - whoſe happineſs we 
know is our greateſt pleaſure, ſhould 
tbuſe our Pathon by deceit and guile, 
to ſport or private ends: /and there- 


' Ifore, notwithſtanding all-rhe infir- 


nities of humane Nature, all the in- 
inceritiecs which may proceed from 
wicked diſpoſitions, . and violent 
emptations;. yet Love creates an 
atire and, perfectconfidence in one 
mother. How much more if our 
Love of God be with all our Heart 
ad Soul, ſhall we believe his Word, 
and rely upon his Promiles ? becauſe 
he is Truth ic ſelf, and cannot be i 
"a ceived, 


(34) 
ceived; he is Wiſdont ic: ſelf,, and 
cannot propeſe: or promilſe-at advers 
rure'; he is Power ir'felf- and can : 
bring incoath wharſcover he decrees; 


He is Goodneſs it ſelf, aat! neither }--. 


can, nor will deceive us. - If chere- 
fore our Love'of Godbe fincere, ant 
witli underſtanding; rhe moſt intire 
andper&&t confidencetin his: Word 
and Promiſtsare neceiſary.. We ſhall 
mquirc into his  Wilb, - ftudy - hig 
Laws, fabmur our apprehenſions:to 
his dererminarions, andiftedſaſtly.be- 
 lieve wharſvever herreveals,- If rhere 
ariſe among” you-s Prophet,on 4 dr earer 
of dreums, Deur. 13:1,2; ors 

«4: or 4 wonder,- ana the ſion or 
ons to'paſs,- whereof he Tots 
anto thee, ſaying, go after' othey 
which: thowrhaſt not known, and ſepve 
them, - thox” ſbalt not bearken to that 
Prophet,” or that dyeamer' of dreams; 
for” the Lord thy God-proveth thee” to 
know whether you- love' the: Lord your 


God with all your heart,” and with 'olÞ (yer 
zonr ſanl. The adheringfirmly to the [Qua 


Word of | God, though a Wonder! [ad 
ſhould 


(3) 
fhould be wrought in confirmation: 
» | of a contrary doctrine, is made a teſt 
aq ;of our Love of God, by God himſelf. 
s | That: is the Second. 
& |- The Third particular implied. in 3, 
e> [the Love of God, with all the beart, and 
it 1nih 4/ the Soul, is ſuch an imitation 
xe |&f the Divine PerfeRians, as our pre- 
bnt ſtate, and'/capacity will permir. 

Self-lave, or a.defire of being hap- 
py and perfect in the kind, is the ne- 
elfary 1oclination, or the firſt prin- 
_ of every: being. And therefore 

| Good or excellence we 
underſtand; as eflential to, or 
ve of our being,or conducible 
w the caſe and convenience of our 
ke, we _ _ REY the 
palleſhon of it. Ic is not ſo properl 
1n-at of reaſon, as an inftint of 
tature- Bur if. we /ove the Lord 
wr God with. all our Heart and Soul, 
vith ſiacerity and underſtanding, we 
kajl diſcern che beauty, capaciry,and 
wrfection-of our own nature, 1a the: 
Qualitics and the life: of the firſt, 
er ud moſt perfett of rational Beings ; 
| an 
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and ſhall therefore neceſſarily deſire 


to imitate thoſe Divine vertues whick 


we. ſo adore and love. The abſtraQt- | 


ed eſſence of God. is unnpoſſible: to be 
comprehended by a finite underſtan- 
ding, but we judpe of the Divinity; 
as at all things elle, by effetts and 0: 
perations, by his works of Creation 
and Providence, by his Univerſal 
righteouſneſs, wiſdom, purity, and 
goodae(s,{0 vitible in the government 
of the World. :1t we therefore aps 
prehend and admire ——— 
Artributes of God, we (hall vour 
to tranſcribe his Copy, and/ model 
gur. Souls according ito this Exems 
plar ; becauſe the relolution/ of the 
mind, that fuch a quality 1s wort 
and excellent,incl folire and imt- 
ration : we ſhall endeavour tobe hot, 
a God is holy, in all oar converſation, 
that as be is, ſo we may be in the World, 
wile in the management of our ends, 
juft jn our dealings, merciful :tothe 
diſtrefſed, ready to forgive our ene+ 
mies, in all chings aſpiring after the 
Divine perfettions, and lag on 
10 
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Life of God before: us, as the Rulerof 
bur Converſation: Thar's the Third; 
The fourth particalar implied in 
the Love of Gott with all the Hearr, 
and with all' the Soul; is a conſtant 
uniform Obedience-cokis Will. 
' What 4 chearful 6 what 
x readineſs to do may 
be grateful and ry Arr 
may be obſerved inchelove ofequals? 
If therefore love: has ſuch a power, 
where the author 
ly, and by conſent; how much more 
will the Love of Godoblipge us wo the 
moſt __ obſervance of! Miwill; 
foraſmuch as the'love-of our Superi- 
ors includes obedience in irs navare. 
No man can intirely love a Prince; 
or a Father, that 'dbes not approve 
and obey his Preceprs ; and therefore 
St. John defines the Love of Godby 
— up yr Commandments, '1 Tohis;3. 
This is the Love of God, that pry 
bis Commandmentt. ' We cannot add 
- infinite perf, —_— _ cannot _ 
we Him 1n rvices, | 
. s already Lord of: -all ;- chere: re- 
mains 


(88) 
mazhs/therefore no pollible teſtimo- 
nyof opr Love £9 God, without the 
reſitpmacion of our- opinions, deſires, 
and-wttions nohis will. This is all 
we have to offer: if-4 mes Love me, 
( fays.'bat/ Saviur') fe will heep' wy 
worids : (Joh; 38/ 23+ ) (6nd, be pher 
hath my Commaya ments and aoth thers, 


@: of 

altance; aflure us of | 
we ſhould reccive it civilly, 
his judgment, believe all he 


 to-4he Laws of God are ſaid to hare 
Eli: Exod. 20.6. 
Indeed, if we haye any true con- 
crppaco of the. Divine perkeQians, 
ve we know thar 
God 25 infinzte/in wildom to _—_ 
and guide us; infinite in goodnels,a 
will ſyit his commands to our abilt- 
ties ; full of mercy and. compethon, 
| an 
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«bd will | er ha our weaknels, agd Par- 
don our 
If ewes vin whereſoever it is 
flacers, is apt £0 create an m——— 
gant dbſire. of of 
—_— the tamſe hc praſdicens 
imes 
humouri ——_—_—— 
ties, ſerving the-:baſeſt ends, any 


___ 
© the perſon. 

Sl the love'of God oblige us to 
ſtride. care andbbſervance of 
will, becauſe we. know that He wil 
is perfect ; ley men nt" 
wy 


frequi 
and' hard to be leaſed, as imper 
objeQts are; bur Hg will recerue que 
addrefſes, and ' accept oor ;{8rVIGek 
He will enable us to obey lam} and 
make the beſt contruction of all dur 
fiacere endeavours, and at lat -com+ 
our love in the everlaſting 'icn- 
a ——_— Mm wo 
2 c 


$- 


(90) 
'The laſt particular implyed in the 
Love of God with 0100 with 
all the Soul, is the moſt hearty ſorrow 
whenſoever we ſhall offend him;with 
an earneſt deſire ro be reconeiled. 


what was neceſſary to be or 

doing any thing that was —_— 
his Preteaſions, or inconſiſtent with 
mri binfel, char 
wi on imſelf, t 

he ſhould bring his own ſincerity in- 
roqueſtion, 7 en perſon, whoſe 


TY = — _— __ —_— LACS ”- 


| becauſe in 


_ (9 
cannot but ſue his favour, and 
moſt ca y defire to be loved a 
gain; becauſh we koow thatone Love 
of God, if it_be; ſincere and pure, 
will be returned in the moſt ravi- 
ſhing delights: we know that: his 
Love is Life ; that it is notane 
Pxflion, bur exerted in the moſt 
ſantial effets, and: happy inftances. 
And' therefore that we have 
cranes 4 en. muſt needs- be 
he propeenen 20 the er 

_o— nature 
of our offence; | our chief 


of 
obtaining his favour, and the 
of his countenance will be hindred ; 
and all our work; of fo greivinipor 
tance, may be-ro begin a And 
as we ſhall be deeply ſenlible of our 
offence, ſo ſhall we alſo be very ſol- 
licitous to be reconciled. 

One of the moſt eſſential as of 
Love, is a deſire of the good opinion 
of. the objeQ ; nor is any thing more 
direaly contrary. to that Paſſion, 
than ſtourneſs and indifference. - No 
man-can fit down and be ſatisfied 

G 2 under 


(92) 
under the dif fh 
al bear pleaſure: © ſes 


qr ye Cher + ma. rea- 
an other aQts, as 
ION will ſaggeft uneo him. 


Thus asour Loveo will make 
very careful to obtain and preferve 
favour,ſo ſhall we alſd be extrefne- 


his fave 


by ſolicitous, in caſe of offences, tobe 
recontiled. If oar love of God: was 


ever real, it can never be withdrawn : 
when once wehavy underftood, and 
have been warmed with the love of 

le, in the nature 


Ez 
arrra 
_ continue Defite and Love, ns 
wick the only obje&t that can fally 
t and fatisfie the faculty, Net- 
—_— this all, bue- we know more- 
over, that we cannot he happy: with 
put his Love : if He hide his face we 
art wretched and undone ; thar' Trw- 
partial Juſtice towards offenders, it 
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25 cettain an, Attribute of .Gody as 
lafiaics Goodaels,' - Nathi &- 
| —_— — we. 


(94) 
{Ter rhe explication- of the Words, 
it ups been Uredy noted, en 
ge: Br mtr; the ſoul, _—_ 
a0 ' as proceeds -a 


Operations; 
But the Love of God wth aff the mind, 
is with # more quiek,and ſenſible per- 
epti6h of ths Divine perſeQions, 


37A | 


ung Philoſopher 


able | 

advinrages of it; by the rules of Lo- 
Cen ſhethteiere hi dedudtions 
to'be regular and'true. Bur pou 
of ind Experience, befides 

reads forerlts, from cauſes to ef- 
As; hass Rnſe and feeling) of the 
thing, he isafſefted with it; ic has 
ſeired and taken - of him, 
he is'oae- With the" Notion, Thus 
Reaſon infes the Perfeions of God, 
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Princi the 

ment is fati ane prov 7] ow 
| forms ſuck afts, as are ſutable and 
conſonant to fuch opinions and ap- 


from 


- The Grd is frequent Meditation, 
2nd a Juerintention of the Mind, upon 
the beauty and  cxceilencies of the 


(96) 

Knowledge and perfett our Love 
For ſince it s impoſſible to diſcover 
a blemiſh in abſolute perſethon, the 
more wepry into Him, the more of 
neceſſity, we ſhall love him. | Whos 
ſoever is. affected fenfibly, and 
wp axktdepto pai 

| portions 
of his time, for- the: dartemplatioa 
of the Diviae- PerfeQions; He will 
abſtraQt o_ mind” "from fenlible 


hin 
and 


ders our clearer Kao 
more ardent love of God, che 
10n of oyr -byithe 

uty and goodneſs of the: Warts: 
Theſe we converſe with;:!ghefe we 
admire and eourt ; butasfor rhe/is 
finire perfettions of Got, i-we be 
heve them, as the Dore of the 
Church, -and -hope to zznjoy them 
the merits of Chrift, ac 

cording to the Tradiion of the Fa- 
thers. We reloive that: God is is 
COM» 


a 
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comprehenſible, as indeed He 15: 
and therefore- we never endeavour 
to find our ſo much- of his beaury, 
15 by a due difpolitton of Soul, 
without revelation or ecſtaſfie, we 
might. 

Whereas if our lives were more 
mired, caſtigate and fober, our ſpi- 
— purer, our minds more 

ick 4 orous, objets Divine 
orgrmdte, would be more a 


liable, more calily felt, and. enjoyed 


us. 
It were eaſfie to conſider Þarticu- 
hrs, and ſhow how a due intention 
of mind upoa the atrribures of 'God, 
will more {enflbly affect vs. Do'we 
zdore Him for {a much of his Infi- 
tte Goodneſs, as appears at the tirft 
view, in the general, or towards our 
ſelves? How much more ſhould we 
he affected, if we look it round, _ 
conſider chroughly this perfetion 
the will of "God ? That God who is 
Omnipotent, and under no eontrole, 
ſhould be bounded in his w_ by 
the Laws of Toodne(s, Righteou _ 
an 


-(93) 
and Mercy. That He ſhould vouch- 
ſafe tocommunicate hisown likeneſs, 
and ſubje&t the whole Creation to 
the. uſe and convenience of Man; 
that He ſhould love 'us when we 
were his enemies, and reſtore our 


corrupted nature to its firſt integri | 


ty, by the paſſhon of his ogly Son, 
That He ſhould ill follow us with 


hoon nature, 

no Gord corp of to beger it, no 
fight, miſtaken injury, no pride or 
goodnels, 


crys to IIS it, but 
ual and impar- 


tial, ——_— tyre 


wiſdom towards the _ 


we 


S*S 222828 83585 


WIPES SO SDBEEBIS EB SRESERSE ap 


(99) 


on, from the beginning of the world, 
till rime ary 6 no more. O the 


depth of the riches both of the Wiſdom 
and Goodnefs of God! Theſe depths, 
and theſe riches of his goodneſs, are 
got to be underftood, but by a due 
mtention-of the mind. But whoſo- 
ever thus exerts his Mind, his ut- 
moſt ſelf, in the contemplation of 
God, will love Him with his Mind 
too, becauſe Deſire and Love are 
always equal to our knowledge. That 
is the Firſt. 

The Second particular implied in 
the Love of Goa with all our Mind, is 
the Higheſt, and moſt extreme De- 
bgbt,in ſuch converſation with Him, 
and enjoyment of Hitn, as is ſutable 
to our preſent ſtate. 

Deſire of converſation with the 
objeCt is a neceſſary aQt of Love. The 
ncarer We a ch it, the more we 
expect to be pleaſed ; and when once 
we have attained to an intimate con- 
verfation, thea all our previous pal- 
fion and deſire is perfeted ; We now 
«nzoy the obeQ in continual aſluran- 

ces 


| (100) 
ces of mtitual affettion, we commiu- 
gicate our hopes and fears, our 
and gricfs, we coalult, edvikuanda 
fiſt each other ; and this indeed was 
the end at firſt propoled. Thus allo 
in reſpet of God, wherelvever the 
Glories of his nature are appr; 
ded, there the humble profeſſion of 

'our Love, the delire of tus accep- 
tance, the diſcovery of our needy, 
the opening of our hearts, the im- 


ploring his aſaftance, the expreſhog * 


of our paſſion in Halleltyahs, and 
Songs of Praiſe, will follow of ne- 
ceflity, Where thele are wanting, 
there can be no opinzon of the Good- 
neſs and Omniſcience, of the Wik 
dom and Power of God, 

But if our love of God be with all 
the Mind, with a more quick ſenſa- 
tion of theſe perſeQtions, atts of Re- 
ligion will be our greate(t plealure, 
our molt ravilbing Delight ; For by 
theſe we converſe with that invilt 
ble Majeſty, we adere, receive 1& 
turns aud pledges of bis love, afſu- 
rances of tis favour, and cacourage- 
ment 
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ment-ift our choice.. That's the 'Se- 


The la particular a&t implied ia 
the love of God with all tbe. Mind, is 
a fervent defire of perfe&t union 
with Him, and the Everlaſting Frui- 
tion of Him. 

Defire of the moſt intimate uai- 
00, (according as the objett is capa- 


ble of being enjoyed) is a o 
part of love, Ang in Led of Gol 


| there is no one thing that the Scri- 


ptures do more plainly aſſert and in- 
eulcate, than the union of pious Mea 
with God. Good men are ſaid to be 
joyned, xoxndurus glued to the Lord, 
and to be one [hirit, to dwell in Chrif, 
fo put 08s _— be 4s cloſely united 
4s the Vine and branches, as hucband 
and wife, as the foundation and the 
building, 4s the Soul and body. Finally, 
as God, and our bleſſed Savioxr : for io 


our Saviour prays, thet thoſe whom 1Þ 174% 


thos haſt given me may be One, 4s thou 
Father art in me, and I in Thee, that 
they allo may be one in us. 


May 


'(rd2) 


or by be one in w not eſſentially, 
ſtatically, bur in the con- 


of ever will, Your xe 1 of = 

nar tuk remper 2 deſign ; as 
they were ated by the ſame Prin- 
clple; and in this, Ne unity 
of Souls conſiſts. And thus our Sa- 
viour explains the yo of Believers 


with himſelf, b y, ing forth the 
3 | 


= r hteou #15.15 
«lr Y 3d the Ro this Links, 
che delights and pleaſures which fill 
the minds of thoſe who 'are thus 
united to God, are ineffable, and 
therefore, according to S. Paul, Eph, 
5. 32. iti a great my 

Whoſbever therefore loves the 
Lord his God with afl bis mind, with 
clearer knowledge, and more a 
deſire, will be impatient of a perfert 
Union, of the moſt full and {atisfy- 
| ing fruition of God in Heavens 
The more we know of God, the 
more our Souls will defire him, 
becauſe he 'is abſolutly perfeft, and 
therefore we are ſure ro be for ever 
entertained with freſh orga 
\ 0 
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of Beauty and:Glory. Enjoyment 
will inflame our. delire; \ till our 
Souls ſhall: be. wholly refolved into 
the objeft.» : O: how deſpicable-will 
all the World appear, -even;|Life. it 
felf, in compariſon of a more 
participation ofthe Divine Nature ! 
How earneſtly. ſhatt we expe, till 
our: Knowledge ſhall be ' improved 
Capacity, that we may 
him face to face | How [ſhall we 
Ro rel compleat enjoyment 
all not-be allayed by infirmities 
nad fins, dpecmgaacicnsondilelpane 
dencies, "by og natural corruptions and 
impure iofs ; but continue for 
ever, vigordus and fruithul, — 
and inciſloluble 1 


And as theſe higher and more per- 
fett degrees of Know and de. 
fire, ought: to. be purſued as a'duty ; 
ſo they are ſometimes befiowed u 
on the diligent and: eaſed ins AS & re- 
ward, God 'is/ pleaſed (ito manifeſt 
ind re anto them,to raiſe their delires, 

refreſh\them with recutas'of bis 
H Love, 


(104) 
Love, and cauſe them to drink of the 
rivers of His pleaſure. 
But if -we never attain to. this 
more-ſpiritual frame j if our minds, 
chrough' worldly impediments ſhall 
never be improved intoa diftint and 
clear perception of the Attributes of 
God: Yer if our love of God be 
with competent knowledge, and 
great ſincerity, if it be fruitful in 
the neceſſary aQts of Imication, Faith, 
Obedience, and the reſt, it wilt be 
rewarded, and made perfect here- 
after, though it never arrive at the 
More Pe Knowledge and Deſire 
of God'here. | 
Andrhus I have conſidered the 
particular Lyon the neceſſary as 
and exerciſes of love to God : Firſt, 
with all thy Heart and with all thy 
Soul, ſecondly, with all thy Mind. 
And the duty ſo particularly ſtated 
and examined, we may cahkily diſcern 
the reaſon'of that primacy, and pre- 
cedency, which our Saviour aſcribes 
to: ths above all the Commands of 
God, - This: #s the fir ft _—p_a_ 
| ” 
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wentwent, And this was the Third 
head of diſcourſe-propoſed. | 

Ic is firſt in the diſpoſition of God 
himfelf, He begins his Inſtitution 
of Laws with, © Thos ſbalt love the 
Lordaby God with al thy Heart, and 
with ell thy Soul, and with all thy Mind, 
Deur. 6. bf 

k isfirſt in the order of Nature, it 
is the root, the principle, and reaton 
of all other duties wharſoever. 

Itis firft in refpe&t of the: Object, 
being chiefly exerciſed upon the Ma- 
jeſty of God himſelf. 

Itis firſt in reſpet of Amplitude 
and Capacity, foraſmuch as all the 
other duties of Religion have a nes 
cefſary dependance upon it, and r6- 
lation to it. 

And the Duty being found ſo H6- 
hourable inits order, fo pleaſant and 
agreeable to the humane Nature in 
ic ſelf; pains in propoking Me- 
tives, ( which was the Fourrh parti 
eular ) are, I hope, prevented; ' * 
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The diſtin underſtanding of the 
Divine PerfeQtions, requiring ſuch 
intention and purity of Mind, ſuch 
a concurrence of circumfſtances;: as 
are competent to very few, therefore 
our Saviour urges the duty of love to 
God by an Argument that falls under 
Senſe, and is cafily underſtood of 
all, rhat is to ſay, our Relation to Ce, 


T how ſhalt love the Lord thy God. 
Though God is infinitely p_ 
yet he vouchſaſed ta impart his like- 


nefs; 'and form a relation to himſelf, 
that he-might exerciſe his Goodneſs 
upon us, and make us happy. 
' Firſt; in our Creation, in the Dig- 
nity, Liberty, and Ingenuity of our 
Nature, alin as God freely, and 
for the ſake of ends, und 
clearly, loving regularly, capable of 
Arts, Philoſophy, Policy, and Reli- 
gion; and are-ſure to live for ever. 
Secondly, in our Redemption ; 
when we ſo fooliſhly deſire to be in- 
t; and did, what lay in us, 
to caſt of 6ur-Relation to God : thea 


God, that knew our infirmities, 
pitied 
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itied our follies, and redeemed us, 
the blood of his Son; from: the 


captivity of fin, from our miſerable 
Gervirude 


under the T y of our 
ſelves, our irregular Juſts 20d. paſ 


fions, and reſtored us to the reQicude 
of our Will, ro the Love and: 

dience of himſelf again. | oi 
Thirdly, in His particular: Care 
and Providence ;-- Government 
by infioice. Wil 


of God is managy | 
igh all his benefits 


dom. And 

are. not: -upon every 

yet, if we rightly bly jodge, ws hl 
, they aredi withan 

and impartial hand... one hasei 

another has health ; if oge tag exretr- 

nal honour, another has- a god te 

putation.; if one has-ſtrength, ano- 

mig wang 4 Every mr _—_—_— 
, ome particular happine 

Rs own condition, ſufficieat to 

ballance his wants, Thos ſbalt rhere- 

fore love the Lord thy God, 


What therefore now remains, but 
that we reſolve to determine our 
ny 2! H 3 AﬀeQi- 


(208) 
AﬀeRions, which are never idle, ac- 
ver indifferent,” upon this moſt per- 
fe& Objet ; of whom - our opiaipa 
I gat 
ver - emhoyment never clog ; 
where our ny > ſhall be grack 
ous,) our on encoureped ; 
whoſe kindnefs js 'immutable, and 
whale: :Love [is * Operative: It is 


Strenpch in Difficulcies, ay i —oim 
] / 1 Temptations ' iQory, 
ding Lis: tn 


; everlaſting 


therand che Holy Ghoſt, be afcribed 
ofl Manour,' Prof and Obedience, 
pow ang for evermore. Awe. 


0 Wow *+ vw = 7 


> nn 
w 


a wo 5 WIT 4 17 


(109) 


Marth. 'xxit. 39, 40. 
And the Second « like unta it, Thow 
ſhalt love thy Neighbour «s thy 


ſelf. 
On theſe Two Commandments 
. (af the Law and the Prophets, 


| s by Phariſces eavying the 


| Fame of our Savigue's..Wil- 
_.* dom, and fearing the-luc: 
of his doctrine, and the revalt,of the 
Jews rob qapfit regerter O88 Bip 
wich incangh w is bis alt; and 
reſolved upon oY of State.to 
be d unto him ; & # lawfwd 
to pey tribute to Caſar or not 3 To 
which they knew a direQ agd 
tive anſwer, would cither betray hi 
into the high dipleaſure of the King, 
or at leaſt into the hatred of the. Po- 
rent FaQtion of Herodjexs. But our 
Saviour, who A hes, 
4 cſea- 


V. 19. 


(110 
defeated their malice, by ſuch a pru- 
dent and inoffenſive anſwer, as nei- 
ther Party could except a ainſt, viz, 
Render = 97a wnto C os the things 
that oedg/ ars, and wwto the things 
that are a's! and when they heard 
theſe words p his mafvelled , and' left 
him, MnSwvcnt their way ; and the [ame 
* day the Sadducees came to him alfo,who 
indeed" Þdievero-furure fare at all, 
but chey'difſembled-their opinion for 
4 projent, and pretended to con- 
ou Soveu, asif they ſince iy 
his Jodg ment, ina caſe 

the ReſurreRion of the Jead, 
truth, with intent co expole 
ny a6&rins' it {lf Namely, * « 
Women  heve ſeven | Huband,” ” 
Earth, in the Reſurreftion whoſe of the 
ſeven fob ſhe be ” In anſwer; to 
which, 'our Savioar -correQts * their 
falſe attd groſs opinion of the future 
life, and #5 heik their ignorance 
of the ftate of the queſtion they pro- 
poſed; For in the Reſarreition they 
neither , WOY ae IVC 515 Mary t- 
age ;'ind 1 5 with the ame moſt 
perfect 
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perfett wiſdom, he 4fonibes the mak 
ritude, and-piit the Sadducees to filence 
too. Laſt of all, a Lawyer having 
heard of the wiſdom of-our: Saviour, 
that he had pur-the' Sadducees to (3 
lence, and was able to an{wer all the 
doubts and Queftioas concerning the 
life ro cone, inquires of var Saviour, 
under the" ſtyle of Maffer, Which is 
the great Communament ? Jeſus faith 
w#t0 him, Thou fait love the Lord thy 
God, with all rhine heart, and with all 
thy ſoul, and with all thy mind. | 

This i4 the Firſt and the Great Com 
mandment;' aid the ſecond is like wnto 
i, Thos'ſbalt love thy neighbour as thy 
ſelf. On theſe rwo Commandments hang 
all rhe Law and the Prophets. 

W hich words are a general Ac- 
count of the Way and Method, where- 
by we may attain everlaſting life”; 
of ſuch a converſation and courſe of 
ation here, as will procure to us 
everlaſting bleſſedneſs in the World 
to come, 

And all the duties, qualities, and 
habits, which are required of us, -- 

condi- 


V. th 
34- 


V. 36. 


4 Þ 


II. 


(ra) 
conditions of Eternal-life, are com- 
prehended, by our \Saviour, under 
theſe Two Heads: 


Thefirit reſpets our duty towards 


God ; Thos | lerve the . Lord thy 
God, &c. iT 
wi nar rv 1a rs 
our Net . in the words 
of my Text :.. And the ſecond is liks 
«nto it, Thos ſbalt love thy Neighbour 
& thy ſelf.. On theſe tra Commun: 
ments bans oll the and the Pro- 


ts, TORET | 
In the handling of this uſeful and 


neceſſary A at, I-ſhall confine 
et Diſcourſe to this following Me& 
Firſt, I fhall explain the nature of 
the duty, and confider what is under- 
ftood by loving awr Neighbour as our 
efves. 

4 Secondly, ſhall illuſtrate the beau- 
ty and neceffity of uqgiverſal ny 
and urge it upon: your practice, 

ſeveral Arguments, couch'd-and imr 


plied in theſe words, Thy\Neig hbar, 
Thirdly, 
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Thirdiyg I {hall repreſent the like- 

zefs of this command to the former, 
| that of love to God, in ſeveral Par- 
tculars ; avs the ſecond is like wnr 


jo bt. 
Fourthly, I ſhall: conſider upon 
what -Accoynts the: Law and the 
are {aid 2o-depend upon 
e two.'' Os theſe two Command- 
mevts hang of the Law end the Pro- 
bs," | 
Fifthly and Laitfy, 1 ſhall make 
Application of the Whole. 
I begiq with che ficit of theſe, wiz. 


the explication of the duty ; whar is 
ax wor Frag phage Ber rae 


« our fely4s? and that I may 
more clearly, I {hall briefly conſider 
theſe Three Things. + | 
Firſt, Who we arc to underſtand 


vuy Weighbour ? 10 


Neig hhoar ? 
Thurdly, "W hat by Loving aes 
Neighboar as onr ſebves j 

Aad firlt, | by our' Neighbour, the 
object of che duzy, we ——_—_ 
c 


L 


2. 


3. 
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the whole Society of humane Kind, 
every Man that lives. Among the 
Jews indeed, this word was never 
underſtood to comprehend the Gen- 


tiles, but however it was uſed indif. | 


ferently for any I/raclite, as in the 
_ Pros _ Frome ſbals 
wot bear falſe witneſs againſt thy Neiph. 
bour ; and again, Thos al te Poul 
againſt the life of thy Neighbour , that 
is, of any Jew, though not of any 
Man, for they hated the Gentiles, 
and eſteemed them accurſed. | 

Burt under the diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel, our: Charity 'is: i ro 
——— Perſon,over the face 
of -che whole! Earth; and therefore 
our Saviour declares y, that 
the good Samaritan was Neighbour to 
the Jew that was wounded; St. Luke 
12. i And = Paul __ 
ve age,” Rom. 1}. $. changes 
kw Neighbour for that of An: 
ther, a word of the moſt jindefioite 
ſignification of any that is uſed, He 
that loveth another -hath fulfilled the 
Law, for all duties are com 
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ded in this faying, namely, Thos V-% 
alt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. 
his for the object of the duty, our 
.o | Neighbour, every man, 

1 I proceed, as I propoſed, in the 2. 
ſecond place, to conſider the nature 
of the duty it ſelf ; What it is, and 
when a Man may be ſaid to /ove his 
Neighbour ? 

And foraſmuch as all Mankind are 
made the objeQ of our love, it would 
de abſurd to explain the nature of 
that love, by ſuch intimate as of 
affeQtion and deſire, as ariſe from a 
choſen friendſhip,or a near Relation ; 
dut our definition of «x#verſal Love 
ought to be very general, -that it 
my be pratticable in the utmoſt, 
and the true extent thereof, as a 
duty that reaches to the fartheſt cor- 
ners of the Earth, and is exerciſed 
upon Perſons and Countreys we ne- 
ver ſaw or heard of; as well as up- 
on thoſe with whom we do con- 
verſe. 

To love our Neighbour then, or 
the whole Society of Humane na- 

ture, 


oy 
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ture; wherefoever diſperſed and ſeat- 
tered about the World, is, fiecerely 
and heartily to defire and: wiſh the 
happineſs of every Man ; to be con- 
tenred and pleafed that our Brethren 
fhould ſhare with us, in all che ble 
fings and advantages we are capt 
ble of enjoying ; to promote our 
own particular good, with afety 
and regard to the intereſt 'of 'the 
whole : In a word, to Love ont 
Neighboar, is to profecute 2 publick 
intereſt, ro conſear and abſt, with 
all'our hearts, in the mutual good 
of one another. That is the Se 
cond. | 
E proceed, in the Third Place, 
ro conſider what we are to under- 
ftand by Loving our Neighbour |, 
our ſelves. | 

To Loveour Neighbour is the Dw- 
ty; to love our Neighbour 4s our 
ſelves, is the Rule or meaſure in. the 
practice of it, or the qualification 
with vwhich it ought to be exerciſed. 
And rhere cannot lurely be a better, 
or a more calie copy propoſed to _ 
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Imitation.:, A Rule that is ſa freight 
and perfett in ix ſelf, and impoſtble 
to be miſtaken by us. Self-love is the 
firſt, and moſt evident principle of 
our being ; every man' underſtands 
and w_ the nature jo how ſin- 
cere pure it is; how vigorous 
and ftrong, how conſtant and im- 
moveable. But thus are we en- 
pyned by our Saviour, to love our 

;ghbour, even « our ſefves; with 
the ſame moſt ardent deſires, with 
the ſame ſincere endeavours,to divert 
impendent evils, and procureall poſ- 
lible good to others, as we would do 
toour ſelves. This in general. 

More particularly 1 ſhall conſider 
the words, 6s 114vriy, as thy ſelf, in a 
double ſcale. 

Firſt, as obliging us to an intire 
and perfe&t Love ; that we have a 
- =p toall our Neighbours inte- 
reits ; that we love him in the ſame 
extent and /atitude that we love our 
klves. 

pry es obliging us to love him 
after the ſame wanxer that we love 

our 


[. 
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our ſelves ; ro purſue his gud with 
the ſame affections and diſpoſitions of 
mind, that we find in our ſelves;ia the 
proſecution of our own. 

Firſt, to ' Love our Neighbour as 
our ſelves, implies a perfett and 1in- 
tire affeftion to all his/'ſeveral-in- 
cereſts; chat we love him in the ſame 
extent and latitude that we love our 
ſelves. 

All our poſſibilities of happineſs 
are contain'd and comprehe in 
theſe four particulars, viz. our Soul, 
our Life, our Eſtate and Rn 
Every man has a tender reſpect for 
theſe; it is the buſinels of our Lives; 
and the obje&t of our: Reaſon, to be- 
come as happy in all-thele ſeveral ca: 
pacities, as wecan ; no man chuſes 
folly or iniquity, diſgrace or poverty, 
difeaſes or death, -timply, and un- 
der the proper notion of them ; bur, 
according to our meaſure of know- 
ledge, and the opinion that we have 
of things, we endeavour to avoid 
rhem as evil, and procure the good 
that is contrary therevaro. W here- 


fore 
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fore then to love our Neighbour 4s out 
ſebves, according to this interpreta- 
tion of the words, is to delire his 

oud, as we do our own, 1n all his 
nal capacities ; to be really plea- 
ſed. with his happineſs in any of his 
intereſts, and ready to aſſiſt him ac- 
cording to our power, 


Firſt, in the intereſt of his Soul ; 
a man of univerſal Charity, envyes 
no-mans parts or Vertue ; but is. de- 
lighted with | the: Image of God 
whereſoever he diſcerns it, with the 
rays of Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs 
which are {ſcattered amongſt men. 
He is troubled for the wickedneſs 
of the wicked, paſſionately ſenſible 
of the horrid conſequences of their 
proceedings ; his eyes, with David, 
run down with tears, becauſe men keep 
mot the Law of God, He is ready. to 
communicate his Knowledge, to give 
his Counſel, toinſtrudt the ignorant, 
to recal the erring,. to reprove the 
fooliſh, #3 C73» 73 iuavrs cvugiter, as 
S. Paw ſays: of himſelf, Not ſeeking 

I 


his 


Tz, 


Theſ.4.6 all men, wot defrauding or 
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his own profit, but the profit of” man 
that the may be ſaved. | go 
To '/ove our Neighbour «4 our 
ſebves, implies a regard to his Life, 
his Eſtare and Property. A man of 
univerſal Charity is not only juſt ro 


his Neighbour in any matter, Neithes 
is he indifferent only to his Neigh- 
bours intereſt, doing no ackendiin 
thing to any man, but he poſnivel 
ſeeks arid fudies his Neighbours 
He —_— at any opportunity of 
ing kindnefſes to men, he receives 
and addrefles the complaints of the 
Oppreſſed , viſits the Sick, cloaths 
the Naked, feeds the Hungry, he is 
ready ro diſtribute, and is giuen 10 ho- 
aunt: According 10 S. Pax/'s de- 
riprion of a Charitable man, x Cor, 
13. (to which we ſhall have a parti- 
culat reſpeR, in our preſent diſquiſi- 
tio. v. 5. # C76 74 laviie, Charity 


ſeeks not his own, is not circumſcribed 


within the narrow compaſs of his 
own advantage ; is not frozen into 
| ing 


— ww, _ 4 Cv © © o-. 


wu AY = Aa a wc wu = = a oc 


a, a 4 


* 


Rn SS EE MIG.E EA LET x 


(121) 
ding in aQs of Mercy and Beniefi- 
cence. He confiders himſelf; as 4 
member of the one Society of .hu- 
mane Nature; and therefore, as a 
rener with all che World, /he' pro- 
ecutes @ publick intereſt, is glad of 
the profperity of thoſe above him, 
obliging,” by all theares of Civility; 
and handſome converſation, to thoſe 
ona tevel with him, ready to ſup- 
the weak, and affiſt che 
And as he is kind to all; fo he ds 


riot eafily provoked into diſpleaſure 


agdinſt any tnan, "He is dot quick 
- forward to-diſcern the injavits 
and ingtaritade of 'brutifh poopie 
he is hot apt to aggravere; Dif! ex- 
euſe a' fault ; he-is ready wo believe 
that it pfoceeded of miſtake, ofraſh- 
neſ$ or inadverterioy, rather thanof 
malice' of evil witl; © For {0 ſays we 
Apoſtle, 3dyiri keyyotou?, 4.4. Love 
is of a gentle, eafie' diſpoſition, be- 
lieveth, th all thitigs, 5 cape 
Te1,4 hoyiteras T4 atdlly, te 1s nt pte- 
feritly in a flattieFot ſaver, but re- 
ſens an injury with 'a calm and 
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ſteddyimind, and ſtudies norevenge ; 
v.10 12. for Charity will cover the multitude of 
Pet. 4.8. ſins. 


J. Thirdly, To love our Neighbour 4s 
our ſelves, implies a regard to his 
Famic-and Reputation. Agood none 
is better than life it ſelf, ſays Solomon. 
We prefer it to all other intereſts 
whatſoever, by the inſtints of our 
very Nature. No man can endure 


to be repreſented ill, becauſe it is | 


the parent of contempt and neglect, 
which of all other thiogs is the moſt 
abhorr'd. And therefore a man of 
univerfal Charity, will be tender of 
his Neighbours Credit. He hearti- 
ly wiſhes that all mea would behave 
themſelves as they ought to do, and 
live: with decency, and honour in 
the -World. Charity rejozceth not 
ingbe wickedneſs of the wicked, but re- 
jojceph in the trath, that is, in the 
upright converſation of men ; fo 
Grotizs upon the place. 

He is more ready to diſcern the 
vertucs and excellencies of __ 
| than 
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than his own. - He chearfully ac- 
knowledges worth, and allows ſut 
ficient praiſe whereſoever it is due. 
He puts the beſt interpretation upon 
any ation that\the nature of the 
thing will bear. He judgerth no 
man till he underſtands. the courſe 
of his Converſation, nor any:parti- 
cular. ation, till he knows the car- 
cumſtances and affeftions - of it. 
( AﬀeFwe tuns 'imponit nomen operi 
tuo, as S. Ambroſe ſpeaks de ) 
He follows the rule of Epidterss, 
Tine Tig monds Tires 7, wh ons Urs xa An 
in mers does any men drink: much 
wine ? ſay not that he drinks #6 «'\dle- 
banch, but, ſimply, that he uſes to drink 
much ; becauſe the ſame ation:may 
proceed from a good, as well asfrom 
an.evil cauſe.” He that ftrikesano- 
ther, ( as Simplicins in his Expoſition 
of the place) may do him good, and 
he that feeds him Fay my . emeny : 
He that ſteals, as the caſe may be, may 
do no ill, and he that relieves another 
may do unjuſtly. And therefore a cha- 
ritable man is war ſlow, and _—_F 
3 0 
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of his cenſures, iavi{« vdre, be hopeth 
- thimgs, and is willing #0 believe the 
Berg Be and 
evil reflections upon any man;-or if 
he is forced to hear them, he cndea- 
yours to ſtifle the report, and clear 
the imputation, that, if it be poÞ 
fible, it may ftop withhim. He is 
troubled for ſo much of it as he finds 
tobe true; aud with an COMM 
tenance, he drives away the back bigers 


ro.25.23 Fomgee ( laith Solomon) as the North 


4- 


drioeth away rain. And thus 
by. covering 4 tranſgreſſions he feeketh 


love; Prov. 17. 9. 


Fourthly and Laftly, As the re- 
fulr of all rheſe inftances of univer- 
ial Charity ; s man that is really: a 
friendto all, will be courteous and 


| . 
ſelves above. our Neighbours. Nas 
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all moroſe and ſupercilious converſa- 
tion, are the effteRs of conceitedneſs 
and pride, of ,diſcontent and jea- 
louſie, that we are not valued accor- 
ding to the price we have ſet upon 
our ſelves. But a man that is frank 
and ingenuous, that loves bis Neigh- 
bour 4s himſelf, treats and uſes 


Man with the chearfulneſs and ive 


lity of a friend. His own deſires and 
expetations from his betters, are 
the meaſure of his deportment to- 
wards thoſe belaw him. 

He then that lowes his Neighbour 
as himſelf, will be ecafie of acceſs 
courteous and figcere in ſpeech, civil 
and obliging in all his, coaverſation 
with him. Sincehe is a friend to all, 
he will not ruffle, proyoke, or dif- 
courage any man ; # dydry xenrw/ares 
Charity -is benign, yielding and 
complaiſant, kgows no js gra 
5 pvrv3re4, he is not full of himſelf, 
he is not puſſed up, 

This is, to love our: Neighbour as 
our febves, as We, ad ut of 
loving him. in all the ſeveral inftances 

I 4 where- 
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wherein we love our felves ; com- 

zhended chiefly -under his Soul, 
is Life, his Eſtate and Reputa- 


tion. 


Bar, Secondly, the Duty, Thos ſbatt 
love t Neightour as thy ſelf, not 
uy iges us to have a true re- 
ſpect to all his intereſts, but to love 
him alſo after the ſame manner, that 
we love our' ſelves ; to purſue his 

ood,” with the fame 10ns, and 
diſpoſitions of mind, which we find 
in our felves in the proſecution of 
our own. 

It 'is always. to be ſuppoſed that 
the Rule or Exemplar is more excel- 
lent than the Copy, The love of a 
Man bw coma fy ſo — and 

ure, the unity ſo , that it is 
20 poſſible he ſhoald confer it up- 
on another in the fame degree, un- 
lefs he could really and naturally u- 
nite him tq himſelf, 

Thus God Almighty is ed 
tous, the moſt imperfet of rational 
Beings, as the Patyern of our Ver- 

tue, 
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tue, Be ye Holy as God is Holy, ſays * _ x2 


Sr. Petey : Be ye perfeft as your Hea- 
venly Father « perfect, St, Mats, 5. alt, 
But in theſe, and ſeveral other pla- 
ces, we muſt not underſtand the 
Particle 4 as denoting an exai# L 
demtity, but only that our Principle 
be ſincere, our vertue true, though 
far inferiour in degree. 

Wherefore in our preſent caſe, the 
qualification of the duty, «s thy ſelf, 
though it may not import an equa- 
lity of love, which is impoſlible ; 
yet, at leaſt, it ſignifies that we love 
our Neighbour with the ſame kind 
of affetions,and diſpoſitions of mind, 
with which we love our ſelves : and 
therefore Eraſmus exponnds the 
words by- perinde ac teipſum, 5n 
like manner 4s thou | lovef# thy 


elf 


Firſt, With the greateſt Tender- 
neſs and Senſe ; every Man is affe- 


| Qed intimately with his own affairs, 


he feels every motion that concerns 
them, becauſe he knows he muſt 


enjoy, 


x Pet. 1. 
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enjoy, or endure the event of hig 
deſigns. And thus we are enjoyn'd|&s 
to love our Neighbour, as our ſebves; 5 
Not only to do him no hurt in any 6; 
intereſt, neither yet to do him fer- 
vice only ; but to be inwardly me 
ved and affefFed with his caſe ; that 
we m__ of Bowels, apt to " 
wrought into pity, compathon, and | 
delire to do =. into Joy 
and delight at any proſperous & 
vent. 


Secondly, We love and purſue 
our own particular happineſs with 
folicitude and diligence. Our ſer 
ſible apprehenſion, and innate de- 
fire of good, provoke and encow 
rage our molt earneſt eadeavours, 
(according to our knowledge) to 
promote it. No Man is indifferent 
and cold in his own purſuits. We 
thiak no pains roo great, we leave 
no ftone unturn'd, we grudge a0 
preſear ſelf-denial, in the profecut. 
on of our own defigns. Thus alf 
thou ſhalt love thy Nei even 


4 
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Joy 
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EE 


> SOE GO REBAEEFSERF 


zrieat to hear, and willing 
a and be — Fl 


Thirdly, With conſtancy, and 
everlaſting affeftion. Self-love can 
never abate or cool; every Man 
purſues what he thinks to be good, 
to the laſt : in is a natural principle, 
an ceflential property Cr — 
which can never be extingui 
Bur thus are we obliged to love our 
Neighbour , even 4s osr ſelves, all 
the days of ur like. This duty af 

uni- 
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univerſal love is never perſeed. 
It is not enough that we have been 
uſeful and benefical in ſome parti+ 
cular inftance': but we muſt never 
ſtop, never contratt our ſelves, ne- 
ver imagine that we have paid this 
debt of univerſal Charity ; but fo 
long as we have ability and oppor: 
runity, ſo long as we: have objetts 


before us, that 1s, ſo long-as we live, 


we muſt dilate and expatiate our 
ſelves to the benefit of our Neigh- 
bour ; for Thos ſbalt lout bins as 
ſelf; as well in all the ſeveral in- 
ſtances wherein thou-loveſt thy (elF, 
as with the fame affeQtions and diſ- 
_ of thy mind ; with ten- 

neſs and pafſion, with fervency 
and Zeal, with fteddineſs and con- 
ſtancy. 

And thus, as briefly as I could, I 
have explained the duty of uni- 
verſal Love ; and by coniparing the 
temper of our Souls, and the courſe 
. of our converſation, with the rules 
and meaſures I have now laid down, 
we may know infallibly, whether we 
are 


þ 


are endowed with this grace of Cha- 
| rity, or no ; whether we love our 
nerghbour as our ſelves. 

, pa we pleaſed with the praftice 
of Vertue, or any worthy quality, 
whereſoever we dilcern it ? 
ther are not the infirmities, nay, 
" | the debaucheries of Men, our de- 

{ light and ſport ? 

overn our delires and 
aimes by the rules of equity and 
Do we ule no tricks, no 
mines, no unhandſome arts, to cir- 
cumvent another ? 

Are we content thar ever 
ſhould proſper and be happy : 
we ready for every good = '? 


Do the Loins of uh or bleſs us, are 


fleeces of our JoÞ 31.20, 


| they warmed with 
wool? Job 31. 20. 
our Authoricy over inferiour Men 
Do we not trouble 


"Do we govern 


with Juſtice ? 
owr own flſb ? Prov. 1. 17, 
not rob the 


and oppreſs t 


, becauſe he is poor 

ted in the —_ 
May it not be ſaid of us, - Solo- 
mon complains, ( Ecclel. 4. 1.) Os 
he 


3 32. 
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the fide of the opprefſor there was po | tl 
map the op elſed had mo Comfor- | w 
ter. [.T 
Are we willing to diſcern, and | ai 
praiſe the vertues of our Neighbour, | di 
and to hide his faults ? 01 
Can we chearfully hear the Cont | 
mendation of attother, and not en» | er 
baſe the CharaQter by forme malici | « 
ous infinuation ? 
Does #ot our Sonl deſire evil, and | in 
does onr neighbour find any favour in | to 
our eyes ? Ve 
Are we civil and ingenuous in | ar 
our Carriage towards all? Are we | in 
meek and approachable, ſincere and | bo 
plain, gentle and eaſie co be intrea- 
red ? pL 
Are we never weary of well-do- 
ing, never diſcouraged by our own bo 
miſtakes in objets, by the tricks and 
deceits that may, ſometimes, be put | Te 
uport us, by che 1ogratitude of thoſe | ou 
we have obliged ; or the diſappolnre. | ha 
ments of thoſe from whom we had | wi 
expeQation ; by the errours that a | | 
Zealous Charity may rug into, ” na 
| | the 


, 
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the cenſures of unworthy Men, to 
which it may ſometimes be expoſed ? 
Do we centre in a ſenſe of Duty, 
and the ſincerity of our principle and 
deſign, reſolving never to look back 
or faint, but perſevere in a ſteddy 
courſe of univerſal Charity to the 
end? This is rs /ove thy neighbour 
& thy ſelf. 


And 1o I proceed, as I ſed 
in the Gove phten to tirads you 


| to the practice of this duty of uni- 


verſal Charity, by certain motives 
and encouragements, couched and 
implied in thele words, Thy neighs 
bour. 

We are obliged to prolecute a 
publick intereſt, ro be kind and com- 

ſonate to all,becauſe we are neigh- 

rs; and that implies, 

Firſt, The Neceſlity of the thing : 
To love our neighbour as our ſelves, is 
our real Intereſt, becauſe of our Co- 
habitation and neceſſary converſe 
with one another. 

NoaffeCtion or property of humane 
nature is more evident, than a diſpo- 
litioa to Society. Our 
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Our innate impreſſes of natural 
AﬀeQtion, Goodneſs and Compaſſi- 
on ; our paſſions of Delire and Love, 
our abilities of inveating uſeful Art, 
our faculty of Speech, which 1s pe- 
'culiar to Man, and what only ſerves 
the purpoſes of Society, | db all ſup- 
poſe it : and the impotence and in- 
ability of man, in a looſe and ſepa- 
rate ſtate, to perfe& his capacities, 
eo {atisfic his natural deſires, nay, to 
{upport and defend his lite, demon- 
{trate it. 

Buc without an hearty conſent in 
the mutual good of one another, 
without policy and a publick intereſt, 
Society would be dangerous and uſe- 
leſs, black and uncomfortable fſoli- 
rude our only refuge, 74 xr overs, 
72 1/107 414574. Reaſon, without Good- 
neſs, is miſchievous ſubtlety, and 
would prove the greateſt inſtrument 
of evil in the World. The fierceneſs 
of the Leopard, and the ſtrength of 
the Lyon, would not be ſo dreadful 
as the underſtanding of Rational 
Nature devoid of Juſtice. Every 

man 


um 
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man would be againſt his Brother, 
Gur life. would be a'ſtate of war, a 
continual hoſtility. Here ao atreinpt 
by force, there by ſubtlety and cir- 
cumyvention, every where diftruſt 
and fears, guards and preparations 
of defence. 

$0 that according to the Principles 
of our Nature, and the deſign of our 
Being, we are one Socjety, one ins 
tereſt, ,one common happineſs 1s a+ 
mongſt us all, 

And.no man that ſeparates hin- 
ſelf fromthe Communairy, and 
poſeth with himſelf, ro ſtand on his 
own legs, and acquire whatſoever 
pleaſes him, by a»y means, without 
reſpeCt to others, can gver proſper or 
be ſafe ; becauſe he can never hope 
to be endured. Every man has a fen- 
der reſpeC for his Lite, his Honour, 
and his Intereſt, which, wheaſoe- 
ver they are forcibly invaded, will 

rovoke him to teallare the injury. 
No man can expet with reaſon, to 
be treated more civilly himſelf, than 
he treats his neighbour. Such a con- 
K ceit 
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ceitis Vanity, there is no foundation 
for ſuch a deference in' Nature: but 
he rajſes the whole Wo againlt 
tumſfelf; and pro he ſhould acquit 
himſelf in ſuch an. unequal combat, 
is got calle to imagine. And there- 
fore, Qui /t amat, hunc, & alias ſic 


emare, (fays Senecs ) nec ſi w/o tots 


3p Daher 
emiturs ſe cre . He that 
Bs 6 a will love this neighbour, 
and c --4;þ 45 born for the be- 
nefit of the Wor He that hates his 


brother, ſays S. Joby, ( 1 Ep. 2.11.) 
walks ty darkneſ(s, but he that loves his 
brathes abjdeth in the light. The Meta- 
hor: of light and darkneſs, ſignifies 
- the know 7M > norance, of 
our intereſt ; man is as 
wretched as Ars wh are blind, or 
travel in the dark, expoſed to gric- 


pum evils, m_ xpices, 
ut he that 


ſharp and ruggeg wa 
loverh his brot hidech | in the light ; 
afts: 'wiſely,, proceeds with confi 
dence and ſuccels, lives ſafely 
and ſecurely,zs} exdr any iy awry vx Uo, 
there.is go danger of his Fonbling, 
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of his ofending others, or being him- 
felf offended. © 


The. Second motive to univerſal 
Love and Charity, couch'd and, im- 
plyed in theſe words, thy Neighbour, 
Is the propriety in, and the relation 
that we have to 'o08e andgther.. He 13 
thy Neighbour, 

All Mankind are of the fame ex- 
tration and original ; {ons of the 
lame God, Tu petire condifh, wad 
watre tanquam fratres wierins editi, 
as the Father {peaks ($, Ambroſe ) 
ſtamped with the ſameDivine Image 
equally inſpirited with the breath. 
God. The meaneſt man in the 
world. agrees with him that is the 
greaelt, in that that is truly Great 
66k Noble in him, his Reaſon and 

rftanding. 
children of the Bve Frente ed 
ren of the ſame Family, 
of fame 
moſt holy Faith, - Citizens with rhe 
Saints, of the houſbold of Faith, (Eph. 
2. 19.) Nay fern; hom gur uaipn 
2 


1s 
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is. more intimate, and we are 


caſe of our Neighbour is, ina moral 
ſenſe, our own; and we are ſtupid, if 
we neglet it. There is ſomething 
of ourſelves in every man ; the ſame 
Divine Principle inlivens us, the 
fameblood runs in alt our veins : We 
have therefore a propriety, a real in- 
zereſt inr-one another. So that to 
love ' thy” Neighbour is indeed to love 
thy" /elf:” That is the ſecond. 


Thirdly, From the neceſſity of a 
publick ſpirit in order to our Hap- 
pinefs, and from the Relation that 
we ſtand in to our Neighbour, ariſes 
another motive to univerſal Chari- 
ty, namely, the beauty, the harmo- 
ny, and - the pleaſure of the thing. 

harfoever aQions neceſſarily tend 
to the good of man, and are agree- 
able to the Laws and impreſſions of 

humane 
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himane Nature, muſt of neceſſity 
be fall of eaſe "and pleaſure. The 
Soul exults, and enjoys her ſelf, in 
the practice of them, as her proper 
as and operations. As, on the 0- 
ther hand; an irrational courſe. of 
ing is unnatural, and there- 
a violence to our frame and con- 
ſtirution, as poyioo or the ſharpeſt 
pains are to the body. 

'But to love our Neighbour as our 
ſelves, is not ſo properly a -rational 
at, a thing that is fit ro be done, 
as, Reaſon it ſelf, our eſſential dif- 
ference, our very form. 

To purſue the ſatisfaQtion of na- 
turai deſires by frength, by craft, 
or by any means, is the property of 
Beings meerly Cakive. Bae —_ 
, no _ __—_ of ——— 
tnan that O making 4 IBCTION. 0 
«tions ; nor of Rational Ends, 44 
Good ; nor of Good, but peblick-1n; 
tereſt. And therefore univerſal Love, 
or a regard to others, as well as to 
our ſelves, is the perfeCtion of our 
Being, For let our diſtiaCtions , 
K 3 other- 
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otherwiſe, be never > many, or 
great, yet if out W:# by narore, be 
anbounded, there is no Eſſential dif- 
ference 'berweent us and Brutes. 
Henee Love, according ro St. Jobs, 
is the vety defidition of God him- 
RY, who is the'ftandard of Ratio» 
nal perfeQtion : t Joh. 4. 8. Beloved, 
Let as love one another , for God is 
Love. | 
How eafie thetr would all Mer be 
in this their moſt Divine and per- 
feft ſtate ? What a confidence wonld 
Love creare,what defight, what truff; 
what aſſurance, what a free 4 
chearful intercourſe? No Man would 
be diffident of His Neighbour, a$ 
averſe to his intereſt, or crofs him 
as ah enemy ; bur we ſhould enjoy 
the unvalueble bieffiogs of foctery 
with exe and E. 

But 4 Man of # fhtivelFd, narrow 
ſpirit, thac is wholly reſolved fito 
aw ad Right ; Rows againſt che 

{with diffictry and fear, with 


perplenity and danger ; he __ 
IVE 
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live alone, and yer he can nevef be 
fure of the good will of thoſe with 
whom —_— arms : he is al- 
—_— Pt rife, and muſt 

= eF5/Ons ith arts of dif. 
ouiſe, ary tricks of deceit, that un- 
iſcern'd, which is impoſſible, he 
may deceive the World. He is un-+ 
der a ' perpetual conſtraint 'in the 
ma r of his converſation, for 
fear he ſhould be betrayed .into that 
ſhame, confuſion and hazard, which 
atrend the deteftion of baſe defigns, 
and which they deſerve, who de- 
part from this Royal Law, of Love 
thy Neighbour as thy ſelf : a Law 
which in the praftice of it would 
put 2 new face upoa the SI 
would . ng abuts 
angry fears, and give 
chearfulneſs to _ — A. 
There could be no amongit 
Men. We ſhould all be happy in 
one another, and anticipate tharcon- 
cord, harmony, and love, which are 
ſuppoſed. to coaſtitute' the joys of 


Heaven. 
k K 4 And 
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And thus T have explain'd the du- 
ty of univerſal Love, and conlide- 
red the beauty and neceſlity there- 
of, from the words, Thy Neighbour, 
Thou fbalt love thy neighbour as thy 


It now remains that I ſhould re- 
preſent the likeneſs of this Com- 
mand, to the former, that of Love 
to God, aud the ſecond u like nnto it, 
by ſhalt love thy Neighbour «s thy 

of. 

_ In the nature . & a 
they both oblige us to t of- 
Goof Lowe, Tg 

Secondly, In extent and ampli- 
tude; they are both comprehenlive 
duries, the former containing all the 
ſeverals of the firſt, the latter of the 
ſecond Table. 

Thirdly, In that they ſuppoſe, 
and” are predicated of each other, 
He that loveth God will love his Bro- 
ther alfo,r Joh. 4. 20. As Philo truly 
fays of moral vertues in the gene- 
ral,” they folow and are /ivhed to- 
gether. 

- As 
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As allo, Laſtly, I ſhould have con- 
ſidered, both the conſtructinn, and 
, the realon, of this expreſſion, On 
theſe two Commandments hang all the 
Law and the Prophets. 

Kpiarrey They conſent and agree 
with thele. St. Pal. interprets the 
word by <reupeauire; ROM. 13.9. 
If there be any other Commandment, it 
is briefly comprehended in this ſaying, 
namely, Thow ſbalt love thy bogs 
| & thy ſelf. This is the. end, the 

ſcope, and the deſign of the Law 

the Prophets. All che Precepts 
of the Jewiſh, and the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion bave their ground and- exi- 
ſence in theſe rwo, and into theſe 
they are finally reſolved ;- out of 
theſe univerſals, flow all the parti- 
culars of both Religions. 


And. therefore for a Concluſion of 
the whole, I ſhall oaly pray to God, 
that he would affect our minds with 
a ſenſe of his goodneſs to us, who 
has given us a Religioa ſo calic to be 
leara'd and underſtood. 


rare of Religion ; We aim at a 
teddy end, without the mazes, and 
uncertain wandrings of Imaginati- 


on. We run within the lines, the | y; 


is fet out, and the Goal is 

our eyes. Our whole in- 
terition may be taken up in ac- 
comphſhing our minds with the 
love of and Man; the rode to 
happineſs is plain and calie. This 
is the Lew and the Prophets. 


And O! that we could be per- 
ſwaded to lay afide all falſe opini- 
_— Religion ; oe - 

aviour, and accept 
own conditions : rhat wo woeld 

the fayour of God and ever- 
ing happineſs in the way of 


univer- 
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univerſe! Charity. For, fdfeve it, 
go Faith; no Creed}, ao Churctt- 
Communion,” no votward® - 
moo fro ext®trial Piecy, rhoor 
the Love of God, and Mts, will a- 
vail us any thing in the Day of 
Je ent ; No, though we ſhould 

noured with the power of 
working Miracles ; and ſhould caft 
out Devils ia the Name of Chri#, 
yet unleſs we cloath the Naked, 
viſit the Sick, afſiſt whom we may, 
and pity all, we ſhall ſurely be ſhuc 
out, with, Depart from me, 1 nas 
Je not: Matt. 7. ult. 


' Let us therefore be perſwaded, 
ſince ſo much depends upon it, to 
ſer our ſelves induftriouſly upon the 
practice of theſe Duties, that we 
may procure to our ſelves univer- 
{al love and peace ; the good will 
of God and Man in this preſent 
| life, and everlaſting Glory in the 

World to come. 
To which, God of his mercy 
bring 


——_ 
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us all, for Jeſus Chriſt his 
the wy TY to whom with 
e 


Rom. xu. 21. 


Be not overcome of evil, but over: 
come evil with good. 


T O gpratifie the preſent paſſion 
1 or defire by Ae by force, 
| or by any means whatſoever, 
withour to right or wrongs 
to good or evil, is the eſſential 

rence of irrational brutal Nature. 
But to look before us, to a& for the 
fake of ends ; todo, or to forbear, as 
the event and conſequence of the 
thing ſhall appear to be good w__ 
tous ; is the diftinRion, the 
ty, indeed, the definition of 
able creatures. But becauſe the ini 
fonable faculty in man ( who is the 
dſt imperfet in the kind) is ob- 
Ir'd and prejudic'd, by the unac- 
count- 
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coutitable union of the Soul and 
Body, in our preſent tate; there- 


fore God, who is Wildom it lelf, has | 


at ſeveral times, bur at faft, and eſpe- 
cially by his Soa, in thag molt pers 
feQt inſtitution of Reaſon, as well as 
of Religiog,, contain'd in his h 

Gofpc pronto, 
our notions drawn; our and. (er on 
work thoſe eternal principles of 


Truth and Goodgels, which bg 


uadilcern'd,. but can gever be leps- | 


rated from, our awn,auads. -+ 
And amoagR all thegxcelleat rulss 
of Wildomagd Praftixe zhereio coo, 
taincd,: there as none of fo high, lo 
exalced 2 gaturs as the.loye of Ene- 
mies ; for this aloos js.pagpoſed ug 
der the iple and charaQer of Divine 
Perfeitzon.. Be ye therefore perfect #6 
father. which is in beau ys is pete 
fe#, S. Maith, 5. ult., A Precept 
which, throughthe prejudice af our 
pallion, and the depth of irs reaſon, 


15 not calily underſtpod, hardly re- | 


ceived, more hardly practiſed ; yet 
in 
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L m—_ if thine enensy hunger feed V. uo, 


| 
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ig truth it is every way our iatereſt, 
as well as an indiſpenſable duty, 


him ; if he thirſt, give him drink, for in 

o doing thou [balt heap coals of fire upon 
CE, Be not bare f of Fu —_ 
but overcome evil with good, 

The Judaizing Gbriſtians, OT 
the Gzofticks, had extremely per- "Io 
verted the Chriſtian Religion, by #/ 
aſſerting the obligation of the Cere- ****** 


monial Law, the lawfulneſs of a 


| diſſembled Apoſtaie, and a liberty 


of indulging any Luſt or Vice we 
ſhall be addiQted ro. Now to hinder 
the ſpreading of theſe pernicious 
Dodarines, and to aſſert the Truth 
and Purity of the Chriſtian Religion, 

inſt choſe falſe and ſpurious ac- 
counts, which they had given of it, 
S. Pas! infinuates, is his chief de- 

in this his Epiſtle to the Romans, 
Ch. x. 16. 


And Firſt, he ſhews that the Ce. 1. 
remonial Law was but a t ps or 
a1490v 
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ſhadow of a more perfe&t infſtitutt- 
on of Religion, which in after tus 
ſhould be eftabliihed : C6. 2. 


That that time is now accom- 
pliſh'd, and the Ceremonial Law a- 
boliſhed ; and that therefore we are 
now obliged to_ thoſe more perfect 
and ſubſtantial duties, which were 
ſignified and repreſented under the 
_— and Figures of the Law: 
Ch.8. |. 


Finally, That Chriſtianity con- 
fifts in the reformation of our lives, 
in rectifying the evil difpofitions of 
our Souls, in conforming our -afte- 
Qtions, defires, and aCtions, to the 
moſt pure and perfect Laws there- 
of. | 

And therefore, as the uſe of the 
whole Diſcourſe, I beſeech you Bre+ 
thren, by the mercies of God, Ch.r:. 
1. That ye preſent your bodies, all 
your bodily corrupt affeftions and 
defires, a Living Sacrifice, a whole 

burant- 
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burat-offering to God ; That ye in- 
tirely zelign your ſelves, and; ſuffer 
yout Religion to have irs laſt, defign 
and ead upon you: And be not. con- 
farmed to'this World, ( for fo the A- 
poitie:proceeds to particulars) But 
be ye tr ansform'd: by the renewing. of 
your mind; ; with tervent Piety and 
Devation towards'God, Y. 11. with 
lincere--and univerial Charity to- 
wards Men, extending even to the 
love--of Enemies, in the words of 
my: Text, For if. thine enemy hunger, 
feed hm ; of he thirſt, —_- arink, 
&c. Be not overcome of evil, but 0- 
vercome evil with good, Theſe words 
are' a Precept of, uaiverial obligati. 
60, Which: concerns our behaviour, 
under injuries received, Be not over- 
come of evil ; and our deportment to- 
werds thoſe who injure us : but over- 
come evil with good, 


And firſt, we are inſtructed how 
to behave our ſelves under injuries 
received, Be not overcome of evil, We 
are 
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aft bt obliged ro a Stoical inſenſi- 
bility ;'To deſtroy our Paſſions is no 
perfeCtion, but a debility, and ſick- 
neſs of the mind : bur ro command 
therfi, to keep them within their 
bounds, to exerciſe chem upon pro- 

r ObjeRts, and to a juſt degree, 
1s the ' honour of a Man, and the 
duty of a Chriſtian, The Com- 
mand it ſelf, Be wot overcome of e- 


vil, ſappoſes, and allows a ſenſe of 


the injury, bur oblipes us to govern 
our reſectments by the rules of rea- 
for ; r6 mold bur ſpirits mts a tem- 
per of meckneſs, kindneſs, and con- 
deſcenſion ; that we may be then 
moſt pleafant to owr ſelves, when 
we ſtand in the greateſt need of 
counſel and advice; that wo prove- 
cation fray be able to difcompoeſe 
our Minds, or tranſport us into fre- 
quiſh, indecent words, or aQtions, 
much leſs into meditations of Re- 
vehnpe : But that we feceive the in- 
juty With Patience, conſider it R- 
dately, coaltrue i fairly, excuſt it 


1nge- 
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ingenuouſly, or if the malice be too 
plain to be hid, then! to refer the 
Judgment of your cauſe ro God : 
Be mot overcome of evil, But over- 
come evil with good, In the former 
clauſe, +7 raxi, Be not overcome of 
evil, is underſtood of the injury re- 
ceived ; but evil in the latter clauſe, 
overconee evil with good, has reſpe& 
ro the injurious perſon. 
your enemy by kindneſs ; | bri 

im to confeſſion of his ba 
to repentance, to offers of fatil- 
faQion, to the very fame ſubmiſſ- 
on, even from his heart, which you 
would propoſe to your ſelf to force 
him to, if you could conquer, and 
_ him in the , Ames if 

me C Pewger, ced him ; if be 
thirſt, eive him ink, for in (0 Long 
thow ſhalt heap coals of fire upon his 
head ; be not overcome of evil, but 
overcome evil with good, And thus 
much for the Explication of the du- 
ty, and the ſenſe of the words : By 


which we may ſee, that it has no 
L 2 rela- 
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relation at all to Government, or 
the puniſhment of Offenders againſt 
the peace of the publick ; Nor to 
the reſentments of Princes, or the 
Wars and Peace of Nations, Nor 
laſtly, to the defence of our Perſons, 
our. lives and fortunes, again(t the 
aſſaults and out-rages of ; wicked 
men. Thele are Conliderations of 
another nature, with which our 
preſent argumeat is not in the leaſt 


concern'd, But the Duty of, the -|þ 


Text concerns the moderation of 
our Paſſions, under any opprobrious 
words, [or ill deſigns, which have 
been ſpoke, or form'd againſt us : 
and obliges us to forbear- revenge ; 
to ſeek no private, illegal {atisfation 
for any ſuch injury received ; that 
we do not therefore become his ene- 
my, becauſe he ſeems to be ours ; 
that we harbour no ill will, ill wiſh- 
es,-or ill deſigns againſt him, but 
endeavour to reconcile, him to a ſtate 
of amity and friendſhip, by a readi- 
neſs to oblige and ſerve tim, Be 

not 
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not overeome of evil, but overcome 
evil with good. 

And for the clearer illuſtration of 
this moſt perfeCt Precept of our Re- 
ligion, I ſhall briefly conſider theſe 
Four Things. 


Firſt, The indiſþenſible Obligation of 
the Duty, by the expref{ Command of 
God, 


Secondly, The fitnefi and neceſſity 
of the thing conſidered in it ſelf. 


Thirdly, The rewards and benefits, 
which will accompany the prattice of it. 


Fourthly, and Laſtly, The poſibi- 
lity of performing it. 


Aad firſt of all, This Duty, Thet 
we be not overcome of evil, but over- 
come evil with good, is indiſpenſably 
required. 

It is not to be underſtood as a 
Council of perfeQion, as a glorious 

L 3 unat- 


V. 20. 
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vnattainable temper, which we are 
not obliged to purſue; but it is a 
politive Duty, an expreſs Com- 
mand, in which we are no more at 


liberty, than in any other precept of 
our Religion. S. Paul deſigned y 1 
this, and the following Chapters, 
collefs and repeats the principal 
doties of Chriſtianity, or whet « that 
good and acceptable and perfett will of 
God, And amongſt the reſt he men- 
tions the love of enemies: and 
upon this he aaſiſts and ſtays for ſe- 
veral Verſes, as being a duty more 
unwillingly received, and inforces at 
laſt, in the words of my Text, Be 


"not overcome of evil, but overcome 


evil with good,” And our Saviour 
himſelf, in the 5. of S. Matth. pro- 
poſes and urges, the love of our ene- 
wies,” afrer the ſame manner, and 
under the ſame form, as he does the 
reſt of his precepts, without any dil- 
penſation or indulgence whatſoever, 
v.44. But I ſay nato you, love your 


ememies, 
_ Indeed 


(157) 

Indeed there js no one duty of our 
Religion mare. ſtriftly enjoined, 
mare frequently igculcated, or preſs'd 
by 2 greater yariety of cogent argu- 
"Ihe ry Sho ref Chenſiapicy 

very Spirit JFLANITY 15 
meckneſs, and mutual condeſcen- 
tion ; and therefore we are obliged 
r0-put away all anger, w76h gud me- ©03-0: 
lice ; co ſuffer all things, fo be kind, 10 Jun.1. 
think no evil : tobe patient tavards all , 
men, to render 10 ne man evil for eyil, L 
or railing for railing, hut coptrerjiiiſe * P*-3 


bleſhag. To put an «( the eleff of God, Col. 3. 
bowels of merey, kindneſs, h eſs 
of mind ; mee reac 


[offering ,for- 
ering one another, forg Tung one an0- Eph.4. z 

ther ; if any man hgve « quarrel again 
any, even 45 Gad for Chriffs ſake hath 
forgiven us. And allthis is 7g 
&s: 
Far if ye forgive not men their treſÞaſ- 
fer, 4 will your hegven(y f-1 
forgive you, S, Matth. 6.15, * Ne 
* phing , ſays S. Chroſoſtom, is more 
L 4 odious 


(155) | 
© odious to God, than '« man that it 
.' *rhirſty of revenge ; the miſchief of 

. © this 't is ſuch, that it deprives « man 
* of the benefit of God's mercy, and will 
* not ſuffer it to have any place uport him, 
'And thus we ſee, thar ro reftrain 
our. Paſſion, to be meek in Spirit, 
ſlow of reſentmenr,' dead to revenge, 
ealie to forgive, and. ready to oblige 
an.enemy, is an indiſpenſable dary 
of our Religion. 
If it be objeRed, that our Saviour 
ſeems to. c«rſe the Cities of Caper- 
naum, Chorazin, and Bethſaida, be- 
cauſe they withſtood his doctrine, 
S. Matth.1t. Wo anto you Chorazin, 
wo unta Bethſaida, aud thou Capernaum, 
which art exalttd unto hecven, ſhalt be 
brought down to hell, Or that S. Paul 
curſed Alexanaty qpon a privare per- 
ſonal injury offer'd co himſelf, in his 
Second Epiſtle to Tim. 4. 14. the 
Lord reward him according to his works. 
Or that the moft holy Saints have 
taken a liberty .of imprecating evil 
upon their enemies, P/al. 109. They 


COM- 
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tompaſſed me about with words of hatred, 
they rewarded ' me evil 'for good, 
, and hatred for my good will: let his 
days be few, and let another take bis 
office : let his children be fatherleſs, and 
his wife a widow'; let his children be 
vay abonds and beg their bread, let the 
extortioner conſume all that he has: 
as he loved turſing, ſo let it come npon 
im. T | 

If the praftice, I ſay; of our Savi- 
| our, arid of thoſe holy Saints, ſeem 
contrary to the precepts of /ove your 
enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, do 
2004 to them that hate you. S. Augn- 
ſtine's ' re(olution of thar queſtion is 
ſufficient, * who obſerves how com- 
* mon it-is in Scripture, to. foretel 
* the event of future evils, under the 
* form of an imprecation. So'that 
* all ſuch places as I have now 're- 
© cired, are to be underftood, not-as 
*the wiſhes of the ſpeaker, bur as 
* Prophecies of what: will certainly 
*come upon them. - And as forthat 
* of S. Paul, He obſerves that he ſays 
* not 


( 169) 
© not reddat, let the Lord, but reddef 
« deminas, the Lord will reward him 
for it. There is therefore oo indul- 
—  — 
allowed ; it. is vely requ 
of evil, but 


and Society are great, ſo has it alſo 
this inevitable inconvenience, that 
amongft © many perſbas, of ditte- 
-rent ors, diverſe intereſts, 3nd 
various deſigns ; Juſtice and Ho 
nefty will be violated, private and 
iohur) red ; there 


upon the ruine of other men. 
common Converſation cannot be fo 
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cautiouſly noapr-be ſa diſcreet'y 
a 


d, but diſgu ad pi 
happen. Ir is .mpalible 
then but offences will come... The 
Air will as ſoan be fixed, andthe Sen 
reduced to reft ; as humane Con- 
verſarion ſhould be altogether fres 
from occaſions of ofltence: Either 
therefore we mult learn this teflon 
of meekneſs, and mutual condeſcen- 
tion, or prepare our ſelves for acon- 


 tinual ſtate of war. | 


If wecan neither hide our reſaac- 
ments prudently, nor bear them pe- 
mr may lay afideall hope of 
AIRY in the World. - Our 
whole life will be ſpent in vindicating 
our real, or ſuppoſed injuries one 
upon another, Every man would 
be againſt his Neighbour, till, in 
time, that kind would be deftroyed. 
So that if we were not obliged to re» 
ftrain our Paſhon, and pais over u» 
juries by the Laws of our Religion ; 
the very neceffities of our Nature and 
Being, would dirc& us toit. —__ 

tacre- 
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therefote, «wiſe max, ſays Solomon, * 
hb his angey, #t is his glory to | 
puſs over'a tranſgreſſion, Prov. r9. 1, , 


2TndeedTRevenge is the moſt un- 
reaſonable thing in the World. It 
is\'eontrary to all the principles of 
Jaoſtice:and equity, . that any man 
(where ic may poſſibly. be avoid- 
ed) fhould be Party, Witneſs, Judge, 
and Executioner 11 his own Cauſe. 
Every man' is partial to himſelf ; 
and we are then moſt weak and-unfit 


to-judge; when we are ruffled and 


oked : - that little ftock of Rea- 
that we are maſters of, is apt 
to © be. overborn by the Violence 
of Paſſion. Even Fupiter himſelf, 


chough he might dart his favourable 


rays of hisown accord, yet he could 
nor {end outhis Thunderbolts, with- 
out the conſent and Counſel of the 
gods. Indeed, the imperfeQtion of the 
humane nature 15 ſuch, that it is not 
firro-betruſted witha liberty of re- 
vengiug injuries at diſcretion. Such 
a power can never be proper, pores 
ale, 
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ſafe, but ia the hands 6f-Ggd, whaſe 
Vengeance is, and to whan; it belongs Rom.na; 


' to repey : Who is infoite ja know 


ledge, and. cannot be:multaken/in'n 
circumſtance ; who is inhinitelyquft 
and good, and thergfdre. loves, and 
pities the offender. [Fhat.iis «he-SE- 
cond. p24 pl ragng 
\ CYLSS (2% ha. $:.ma 
And as the return of \goed. for evil * y.> » 

is indiſpenſibly required; "4" its fit 


. 'and reaſonable in tit (elf fo ſhall it 


alſo be rewarded with Vickery and Hor 
nour. Apd __ was the third Head 
of Diſcourle-propolgg.: :;\. " 22 

The very grogoys it ſelf, The 
we overcome evil with goad,' 15. an wn 
queſtionable. ſecurity; ta us, that by 
returning good for evil, we. ſhall 
ſurely .conquer, and {ubdue-the In- 
jurer. 

So that the reward of meeknels, 
or a patient ſuffering of injuries, is 
not only that general peace of Coan- 
ſcience, and tranquillity of mind, 
which accompany the praQice of all 

Vertue, 
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| "Vertue; and which will eſpecially 
7,525 ariſe from the ſubmiſſion of our will 


MKance, fo comrary wo our own cor- 
2upt deſires : nor is it onely that 
| reward in Heaven, which our 
Sdviour has-promiſed to thoſe who 
patiently bear reproach, St. Mazz. 5. 
Shaurb.ad which changes the injury into « Crown, 
"2 Con6. mea wakes av Hike to God, as St. Chry- 
foſtowm obſerves. 


What is it that we propole to 
our ſelves by revenge ? _ Is ic the 
Vindication of our honour, that we 
may reach che Aggreſſor how much 


ms re gan hereafter to be 
Mea 


irit ? and procure to our 
ſelves 


| But the- benefic of Patience, and - 


he was miſtaken ia his Man ? that 


©. w God, in-\this moſt difficult in- * | 
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' ſelves reſpet, or fear at leaft? or, 


| 


| 
| 


| ing 


is it the r tion of the Injury ſu- 
ſtained ; dts ——___ 
like atrempcs hereafter, by return» 
2 greater load of evil upon the 
injurer, than be had brought on us? 
Why, both theſe ends of honour 


| and farisfattion, will be more com- 


| poſe you. 


| eager, cn 


Por foppeke you have ſucceſs, ſup- 
fubdue- your enemy, ex- 

e him, aMiQt him, bring him oa 

- s knees; yet if ———_ be 

irly adjaſted, you w 

ſrl as far from any real Fees tows 
how, as you was before ; becanſe it 
coſt you more than it was worth. 

Tow ſoy, lays Seneca, you cannot beay 4, j,, 
an injury ; it us falſe: Hethut can beav Lib. «. 
car bear 08 injury, There 
cafigor be a greater rorment £9 
one's felf, than a thirſt of Revenge. 

W hat rumulc and confuſion does it 

raiſe in our minds ? what horrid ap- 
prehen- 
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prehenſions,” what impatience of de- 
fire, what- a perfect cilcontent, till 
otir ead be: accomplitht How 1s *|' 

a Man unmann'd, and forfaken- of 
bimſelf, that is under the power of 
this unreaſonable paſhon? ' How -do 
the thoughts of che Perſon diſorder 
+ him? How 1s he ftruck at the fight 
of: him ? his Eyes diſtorted, his Vi: 
fage changed, his Joynts infecbled, 
as if he were aCted by an evil ſpi- 
rit? He that wouriſhes « defire of re- + | 
Hh 41.in YEP2e; lays: St. Chryſoftom , carries 4 
M. trot. Liffor always about bim, to ſcourne 
and laſb him, « glowing fire to tor- 
went him, that will never /offr his 
Soul \to reF.. So true is that of Sr. 
Offc. 1.1. Ambroſe, Vintitur' «ab inimico qui ſe 
vindicat, non vincit, He's ſubdued 
. and conquered, that revenges him- 
+... elf upon his adverſary. So that, | 


n the matter, there 4s no ſub- 


tantial ſatisfaftion to be hoped for 
by revenge ; Nor indeed any Ho. 
mour, Eſteem, or true Reputation. to bt 
gained thereby. f 

All | 
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All that we propole by Revenge, 
is to approve our ſelves to be Men 
of tenderneſs and reſolution, that 
we expett to be uſed with caution 
and civility ; that we are no vile, 
or abje&t perſons, no proper ſubjets 
of derifion and contempt : and this, 
it may be, you may make good. 

Bur, did not the Wicks of your 
Paſhon, did not your Reſentment, 
with all your practice upon it, di/- 
honowr and expoſe you more, than 
the Conqueſt of your Enemy could 
do you Credit? 

Is any thing fo contemptible as 
a Man in pafſion? St. Chryſoftom (as 


2 


foe Hm 4 are and | emer; 
Speech, 


de Iri 
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Speech, with aw horrid agly Viſage, 
ets ſymptoms and effetts of —_ 
And theretore he concludes, that ze 
is huyd to ſay, whether anger be 4 
Vite wore dereftable, or more de. 
formi'd, 

If therefore, whilſt a Man aſſerts 
his courage, he expoſes his Wiſdom, 
it may calily be reſolved, what right, 
upon the matter, he has done to 
his honour. 

But after all, the ſucceſs is doubt- 
ful, the deſign may be deteted, the 
Revenge prevented, the enemy more 
inſoleat, injuries repeated, and your 
Honour more expoſed : ſo that che 

of Revenge is very uncertain 
ih the event; or if it ſucceeds, the 
ſatisfaction that it brings, is as dear, 
as it is imperfeR.” 

But by meeknels, bearing patient- 
oY; ne returning for evil, we 

| attain Our ends upon our ene- 
my, more eaſily, tore certainly , 
arrd with better reputation. For 
Patience under an injury received, 
leſſens 
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leſſens the evil of it to ones ſelf, The 
evil of an injury conſiſts in our ſenſe, 
" and apprehenſion of it ; but if we 
are not affeQted by it, it loſes 1cs 
edge and force upon us. Reſent- 
ment certainly inflames, but never 
cures. the ' Wound : it aggravates 
the pain, and aMlits us more than 
the injury it ſelf. 1 we fit down 
with patience, ſays Tertullian, We 
are not hart ; and if we are not hurt, 
theres then no occaſion of Revenge. 


Beſides, as patience prevents the 
i ary an inju een ſo is it 
alſoa great and a real revenge upon 
our oatdy 2 ; Hh deliga is to dil- 
compole and- vex us, to irritate and 
ke us ; but if we contemn'and 
flighthis eſlays, his end is fruſtrated, 
and be is the greateſt ſufferer, in 
that he cannot awvove us. The Awvil 
ſuffers nothing by the heavy blows that 
ere laid upon ut, but the. band of him 
that ffrikes is benum'd and fr ain 4, 
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This then is certainly. the nobleſt; 
as well as the ſtricteſt ſatisfation | 
we can take ; this isthe ſureſt proof *|* 
that we are men of honour, To 
bluſter and be dreadful, is no -per- 
feftion or commendation in any 
Being ; perfect motions are caſieand 
familiar, but whirlwinds and earth- 
quakes are therefore dreadful, be- 
cauſe, they are unnatural. Steddi- 
neſs, immobility, not to be affected 
by any thing without it ſelf, are in- + |: 
ſtances of perfeQtion. The higher 
and more perfet Regions are un- 
diſturbed, free from tumults, . clouds 
and tempeſts. They are the infe- 
riour Regions, that are affeted by 
every Vapour. 

He then is the brave and gallant 
Man, that -deſpiſes an injury, and 
ſcorns to /a#bmit toan affront, Quem 
injuria non incurvat. But to ſtudy 
Revenge, 45 to complain and (ink un- 
dera wound: itis at the beſt, buta - 
refuge of ſhame, and the ſanQuary 
of a doubtful reputation. Nor is it 

honour. 
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honourable only in it ſelf, ſtriftly 
and rationally conſidered ; but our 
enemy ſhall underſtand it ſo; He 
ſhall as really ſubmit himſelf, be as 
efteCtuall ſubdued , by the return 
of good for evil, as if we had intire- 
ly Sbjetted him by force : for ſo ſays 
the Apoſtle in the Verſe before my 
Text; if thine enemy hunger, feed 
him ; if he _ give him drink : for 
in ſo doing, thou ſhalt heap coals of 
fire upon his head, By ſuch an un- 
expected kindneſs, we ſhall work 
upon him, mollite and- melt him 


- Into Repentance, ſubmiſſion, and 


deſires of an everlaſting friendſhip, 
By Revengea quarrel is prolonged ; 
but Patience, and the return of good 
for evil, are apt to work upon the 


rougheſt temper. The ſweetneſs . 


and gentleneſs of the hamane Na- 
ture are loſt and hid, for a time, un- 
der a cloud, of Paſſion and Anger; 
but by pry to it, by giving 
room, we ſhall difſipate- the vapour, 
and the man will-retura to himſelf 
again. M 3 And 


V. 26, 


(172) 

And thus it appears that the pra- 
tice of Meckneſs, Patience, and 
forgiving Injuries, how difficulr ſo- 
ever it may ſeem to perſons under 
the prejudice of falſe opinions, and 
the power of evil habits, is never- 
theleſs our intereſt and our honour, 
as well as an indiſpenſable duty : fo 
true is that of wr or Fe that is 

14.29. flow to anger, is of preat u anding. 

_ ns fa, he fb #s flow _—_ 
better than the mighty ; and he that 
rules his ſpirit, than be that takes « 
City. That is the Third. 


4. , And if to overcome our enemy by 
kindneſs be commanded of God, if it 
be yeaſonable in it ſelf, if it be truly 
great and. noble ; if it be rewarded 
with Vitory and Honour, itcannot 


be doubted, but, Fourthly and Laſtly, 
it is poſſible to be performed. 

Tis true, our mind is under great 
diſadvantages in our preſent flare, 
and therefore "we can never hope to 
attain 
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attain the perfection of any-Vertye; 
but we are as free in reſpe& of gur 
iraſcible paſhons, as we are in the 
reſt: We are no more driven or ne- 
ceſſitated in this, than in any other 
of the powers and faculties of our 
Souls ; and therefore undoubtedly 
we may reſtrain this paſſion, in a 
good degree, if we are pot want- 
ing to our ſelves. Our paſſions are 
ſubje& naturally, by the deſign and 
order of our frame; and therefore 
it cannot be ſo difficult, as it js ap- 
prehended, to oblige them to their 
proper places, They are the ſer- 
vants of our lnderſtandings, and 
although ic is impoſſible, indeed 
unnecefiary, to deſtroy them, be- 
cauſe our Paſhons and our Reaſon, 
though they are really diſtin, per 
they are never to be ſeparated. To 
I of an objeQ that it 4s evil, 
and to deteſt Fa bate it, are afts of 
the mind, form'd, of neceſſity, ro- 
gether. Yer if we be careful we 
may maintain gs precedency and 
4 


autho- 
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authority ofour reaſon,for in this con- 
ſits. that Dominion over our ſelves, 
our choice, .and ations, which give 
us. the denomination of reaſonable 
creatures. | 

The truth of it is, we are 'apt to 
indulge and nouriſh this Pafſon of 


Anger, we are willing to believe 


that it becomes us to be tender and 
ſenſible, fierce and implacable ; to 
Tight the moſt valuable thing, even 
Life it ſelf, and facrifice it to a pur- 
Filio of miſtaken Honour. And 
now that we have cheriſhed this 
Paſſion for many years, exerciſed 
our ſelves continually in it, yielded 
to all the extravagancies of it ; now 
we hope to excuſe our felves, by 
pleading the impoſſibility of reſtrain- 
ing it.” Difficult indeed we' have 
made it to our ſelves, but the difh- 
culty is ſuperinduced- and adventi- 
tious; .and therefore ſtill, if we 
would take the pains to mafter our 
Spirit, as perhaps we have _ ro 

elate 


s LY 
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| on, ſays Seneca, upon the like occa- 
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elate and exalt- it, we may be ſuc- 
ceſsful in a good degree. Reſoluts- 


ſion, will paſs over all impediments. 

No afteftions of the mind are ſo 
fierce and obſtinare, ſo much them- 
ſolves, but they may be tamed b — 
Diſcipline. Reaſon duly nm 6 
will conquer any pafhon. In our 
preſent caſe, Let a Man but conſt 
der, till his mind be afteted with 

the evil, and unreaſonableneſs of 

" Revenge, and he will be quickly 
able to forbear it. 


Let him that is tempted to anger, | 
ſay, (it is St. Chryſoftow's advice.) 
What can I do to you, both my tongue + Hom. is | 
and my hands are tied up by another ; nk 
and this would be matter of Phi- | 
lolophy, a temper to them both. 


Let him meditate'on his own in- 
firmities, and abate a little, of that 
too high opinion, which perhaps he 
may have of himſelf. 

Let 
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Let him remember how unguar- 
ded his own behaviour many time 


may be ; how much he may ſtand *| 


in need of forgiveneſs himſelf. 


Let him conſider, that no Man is 
invincible, that he may meet with 
thoſe that are as obſtinate and wil. 
ful as himſelf. And when once 
theſe cauſes, namely, Pride, Self- 
will, and Humour are removed, 


we ſhall return of courſe to the Le- * [* 


nity and Goodneſs of the humane 
nature : a great many injuries will 
vaniſh into nothing; Great ones will 


appear indiflerent, and the greateſt | 


may be eaſily ſupported. 


Finally, Let us ſet before us the 
Examples of great and holy Men, 
who when their enemies have been 


under their power, when they might 


have taken their utmoſt revenge up- 
on them, have 'd over all their 
injuries and aftronts with neglect 


| 


and | 
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| and pity. And thus we may ems 


courage our ſelves by the experi- 


« |, ence and ſucceſs of others, as well 


| wid, Job, the Pablican, St. Stephen, 


| 
| 


: 
: 
} 
| 


as by the reaſon of the thing. Time 
would fail me to rell of Joſeph, Da» 


and the reſt, whoſe ftories are re- 
corded in the Holy Scripture ; it 1s 
enough, that we /ook wato Feſws the ,, 
author and finiſber of our faith, who 
for the joy that was ſet before bi 
endured the Croff, deſpiſed the ſhame; 
and prayed for thoſe who inſulted over 
him, and flew him, Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do. 
If you ſay, lays Saint Azguſtine, 

all I ever hope to do 4s our 
Lord has done? Co where he did 
it, on the Croff, where be alted alto- T.1o. 24s. 
gether 4s 4 man, and propoſed himſelf ferin Nog: | 
#0 our imitation. 


And now, I hope, upon the 
ſtrength of ſo many conſiderable 
Motives, we may be all perſwaded, 
at leaſt, to attempt the maſtery of 


our 
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our felves. The end is ſo conlide- 

rable, and the means fo reaſonable 

and likely to attain it, that our beſt |, 
endeavours will be both juſtified, 
and rewarded. It may. be difficule 
at firſt, ro change a habit, that is 
rivered by long indulgence; bur per- 
tinacity and time will overcome it. 


Nature delights and haſtens- to | 
throw off all obſtructions ; and | 
| 
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when once we have made a little 
way, we ſhall then proceed, ſecundo 
famine, and be over-joyed at the ' 
recovery of our primitive, our pro- | 
per diſpoſition. | 
Beſides, the ready affiſtances of | 
God, who will facilitate our diffi- 
culries, aſſiſt us by his Wiſdom, fup- | 
port us by his Power, and refreſh 
us by the irradiations of his Love, 
till the Victory be obtained : and 
we, at laſt, triumph” in that moſt 
Perfeft- and Eternal  ftate of Bliſs, 
| which is prepared for thoſe, who by 
Rom. . patient conrinuaence in well doing, feek | 
for Glory and Immortality. 
To 
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To which, of his mercy, may he 
bring us all, for Jeſus Chriſt his 
ſake, the Righteous ; To whom, 
with the Father, and the bleſſed 
Spirit, be aſcribed all Honour, Glo- 
ry, Praiſe, Dominion and Obedi- 
ence, now and for- ever. 


Amen. 
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